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Rank:  2nd Lieutenant 

 

Discharged:  10th April 1919  

 

12th Suffolk Regiment 

 

 
 

 

Summary 

George's occupation given in his military records and the 1939 register, was as 

an Ironmonger & Mill & Colliery Furnisher in his father's business on Daisy Hill, 

Dewsbury. 

He lived in Hopton Hall from approximately 1939 and at the time of his death 

in 1974, he was living at Hopton Chase, Upper Hopton. George's wife Bessie 

helped to run the library in Croft House with the vicar’s wife Mrs Myers. 
 

It was on the 13th April 1918 during the German Spring Offensive that George 

Walker Talbot was injured by shrapnel casing at Bailleul. According to the 

medical officer's report. 'Piece of casing, the size of walnut, removed from 

neck. Body of Scapula fractured. X Ray shows the hole in the Scapula, together 

with two or three small sequestra'. 

George was transferred to the 2nd Western Hospital, Manchester on the 22nd 

April 1918 and later to a Convalescent Hospital in Blackpool in November 1918. 

In April 1919, records show that he was still in hospital.  
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Family Home 
At the time of his Attestation in 

1915 and throughout the war, 

George's home address  was at 

his parent's address at 

Sycamore Villa, Savile Town, 

Dewsbury. 

According to the 1939 Register 

George and his wife Bessie were 

living in Hopton Hall in 1939.  

George left Hopton Hall to live 

at Hopton Chase, where he 

lived until his death in 1974. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Croft House, Upper Hopton 
The entrance lobby to Croft House  was used 

as a library and was run by Mrs Bessie Talbot 

and the vicar's wife Mrs Dorothy Myers. (Croft 

House was bequeathed to the Upper Hopton 

community by Charles Ernest Sutcliffe in 

1948). 

 

 

 



World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

George Walker Talbot  

Page 3 of 23 
 

Family details 
 
Date of Birth 
 

22 July 1896 

Date of Baptism 
 

22 August 1896 

Church Baptised 
 

Dewsbury 

Father 
 

Tom Burnley 

Father's occupation 
 

Ironmonger 

Mother 
 

Anne (nee Walker) - b.1863 

Siblings 
 

Mary Burnley (b.1889), Dorothy 
(b.1891), Ada (b.1899) 

 
Parents residence 
 

 
Sycamore Villa, Savile Town, Dewsbury 

Soldiers residence 
 

Sycamore Villa, Savile Town, Dewsbury 

Soldiers Occupation 
 

Ironmonger 

Married 
 

11 October 1921 
St Augustus, Scissett 

 
Spouse 
 

 
Bessie Blackburn  (b. 20 March 1897) 

Children 
 

Eileen (b.1923), John B (b.1926) 

Date of Death 
 

December 1974 

Age at death 
 

78 
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Record of George's baptism 
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George's grandfather (1825 -1888) was a successful business man in 
Dewsbury as the  extract from Kelly's directory shows: 
Kelly’s Directory 1881 --  Dewsbury Commercial showing Jesse Talbot's 
business. 

 Talbot Jesse, Royal hotel, wine & spirit merchant, & inland 

revenue office, Market place, Dewsbury 

 In 1854 Jesse Talbot owned the Wagon & Horses Public house in Fall 
 Lane, Dewsbury. 
 (Georges grandmother was Mary Burnley (1824 - 1863) 

In 1888 Jesse left £800 in his will. 
 

George's father Tom Burnley (1860 - 1929) 

 

 

George's father was also 

a successful businessman, 

running an ironmongery 

business in Dewsbury. 

See the following extract 

from the Yorkshire Post in 

1929.  

Tom Burnley was living at 

the family public house in 

Market Place, Westgate, 

Dewsbury up to 1899 and 

moved to Sycamore Villa, 

Saville Town in 1900. 

 

YORKSHIRE POST    18 
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FEBRUARY  1929 
 

 
 

Tom Burnley Talbot's will 

 
 

The 1901 census shows George living at Sycamore Villa, Savile Town,  

Dewsbury with his parents and three sisters. 

George attended  Elmhurst Boarding School at 52 St Peter's Road, 

Croydon, Surrey and is shown on the 1911 census for the school age 

14. 
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George with his wife Bessie (nee Blackburn) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the time of his wedding to Bessie, George was living with his parents at 

Saville Town, Dewsbury 

 



World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

George Walker Talbot  

Page 8 of 23 
 

 

George and Bessie’s wedding certificate 

 

George's Sisters 

  

Mary Burnley   Married 1913 to Cecil Thomas Lyles who helped to run his 

   fathers (Sam Lyles) business at Ledgard Mill (he left  

   £105,000 in his will in 1952, Cecil Lyles also bequeathed his 

   mansion, Ravensleigh, in Oxford Road, to Dewsbury Health 

   Authority). 

 

Dorothy   Married 1920 to Sydney Kaye who was a solicitor   

   and became the Mayor of Huddersfield 1944-1945. Sydney 

   was awarded an OBE and given the freedom of Huddersfield 

   in 1957. 

 

Ada     Married 1921 to Joseph Smith who was a wool   

   merchant (Joseph was in military training with   

   George Walker Talbot). 
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Military Details 
 

Attestation / Enlistment 
 

6th  November 1915 (Dewsbury) 
(age 19 years 105days) 

Deployment 
 

 

Rank 
 

2nd Lieutenant 

Medals 
 

Victory Medal & British War Medal 

Regiment number 
 

 

Regiment 
 

12th Battalion Suffolk Regiment 

Regimental Badge  
 

 
 
 

Discharged / demobilised 
 

10th April 1919 

  
Age at death 78 
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George  is on the front row far left. His rank in the photo was Sergeant. 

George joined the army in November 1915 at 19 years of age as a Private and 

rose to Sergeant in 1917. In late 1917 he was accepted as a commissioned 

officer with the rank of Second Lieutenant with the 12th Suffolk Regiment.  



World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

George Walker Talbot  

Page 11 of 23 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 
George with his future brother-

in-law Joseph on the right 

George is third from the right at the front of the group (his future brother 

in law Joseph Smith is third from the left) 
 

George at training camp 
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Joseph Smith, George's future brother-in-law is seated on the floor 

at the front of the group. 

(29th Battalion Royal Fusiliers) 
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George is seated on the front row third from right and Joseph Smith 

back row forth from the left. 

 

 

George’s rise through the ranks: 

Age 19, enlisted 6th November 1915 as a Private and joined the 105th Training 

Reserve Battalion. 

18th March 1916 rose to Lance Corporal (105th T.R.B.) 

18th September 1916 Corporal (105th T.R.B.). 

1st january 1917 Sergeant (105th T.R.B.) 

5th July 1917 Posted to Perbright as Sergeant (105th T.R.B.) 

30th October 1917 Granted a Temporary Commission with the 3rd Suffolk 

Regiment and eventually a full commission with the 12th Suffolk Regiment. 
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Injured in the German Spring Offensive 

(George was injured on the 13th April 1918 at Bailleul. 

Bailleul is 18km south west of Ypres and 30km north west of Lille). 

 

Following the Russian Revolution in late 1917 and the subsequent  

disintegration of the Russian Army, it allowed  General Ludendorff 

to concentrate the German forces on the Western Front. The 

offensive would bear down on the British Army, which the 

German's considered to be exhausted.  The first part of the 

offensive (Operation Michael) was launched on the 21 March 1918 

where the British troops bore the brunt of the attack. The German 

soldiers greatly outnumbered the British and several British 

divisions were literally annihilated. However because of German logistical problems and 

Allied rear guard action, Ludendorff's plan began to flounder. 

The second phase of the German 'Spring Offensive', Operation Georgette (also known as the 

Battle of Lys), was launched in French Flanders on the 9 April 1918 and for General 

Ludendorff,  'it was all or nothing'. The battle started with German success similar to its 

immediate predecessor (Operation Michael).  A spectacular German breakthrough on the 

Lys was quickly followed by the capture of Estaires (9 - 10 April), which was subsequently 

burned to the ground, followed by the capture of Messines Ridge (10 - 11 April). The 

advance 'fizzled out' near Hazenbrouck, an important railway junction (12 - 15 April) and 

was followed by the destruction and capture of Bailleul (12 -15 April). 
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Official War Diaries for the 12th Battalion Suffolk Regiment. 

9th April 1918 
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Official War Diaries for the 12th Battalion Suffolk Regiment. 

9th April 1918 – continued 

 

 



World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

George Walker Talbot  

Page 17 of 23 
 

 

Official War Diaries for the 12th Battalion Suffolk Regiment 10th to 

12th April 1918 
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Official War Diaries for the 12th Battalion Suffolk Regiment. 

13th to 14th April 1918  
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Medical report 
It was on the 13th April 1918 that George Walker Talbot was injured by shrapnel casing at 

Bailleul. According to the medical officer's report. 'Piece of casing, the size of walnut, 

removed from neck. Body of Scapula fractured. X Ray shows the hole in the Scapula, 

together with two or three small sequestra'. 

George was transferred to the 2nd Western Hospital, Manchester on the 22nd April 1918 

and later to a Convalescent Hospital in Blackpool in November 1918. In April 1919, records 

show that he was still in hospital.  

Because on his injuries George left Boulogne France on the 22nd April 1918 and disembarked 

in Dover on the same day. The War office report shows that he was in the Suffolk Regiment 

which was attached to the 11th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers, 74th Brigade, 25th Division. In 

the report his injuries were classified as not permanent but very severe. 

A further medical report on the 8th April 1919 stated: 

The wound has been healed about 3 weeks. The scar is quite sound and shows no sign of 

breaking down again. Movements of the right arm are somewhat restricted but improving. 
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George's medal card 

 
 



World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

George Walker Talbot  

Page 21 of 23 
 

 

 

 

George's  Medals   
 

          
 

  British War Medal    Victory Medal 
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According to the 1939 Register George and Bessie were living in 

Hopton Hall in 1939. 

 
 

The photograph below shows George leading his daughter Eileen up 

St John's churchyard path in 1947 (a short journey from Hopton Hall). 

 
Eileen married Dennis M Chadwick and they went on to live at Gregory Springs 

Lane. 
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In 1943 George was elected a councilor and succeeded Charles 

Ernest Sutcliffe. 
 

THE YORKSHIRE POST       LEEDS   THURSDAY   OCTOBER  28th 1943  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                       

               

 
 


