World War 1 - Upper Hopton Village

George Walker Talbot
Rank: 2nd Lieutenant
Discharged: 10th April 1919

12th Suffolk Regiment

Summary

George's occupation given in his military records and the 1939 register, was as
an Ironmonger & Mill & Colliery Furnisher in his father's business on Daisy Hill,
Dewsbury.

He lived in Hopton Hall from approximately 1939 and at the time of his death
in 1974, he was living at Hopton Chase, Upper Hopton. George's wife Bessie
helped to run the library in Croft House with the vicar’s wife Mrs Myers.

It was on the 13th April 1918 during the German Spring Offensive that George
Walker Talbot was injured by shrapnel casing at Bailleul. According to the
medical officer's report. 'Piece of casing, the size of walnut, removed from
neck. Body of Scapula fractured. X Ray shows the hole in the Scapula, together
with two or three small sequestra’.

George was transferred to the 2nd Western Hospital, Manchester on the 22nd
April 1918 and later to a Convalescent Hospital in Blackpool in November 1918.
In April 1919, records show that he was still in hospital.
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Family Home

At the time of his Attestation in
1915 and throughout the war,
George's home address was at
his  parent's address at
Sycamore Villa, Savile Town,
Dewsbury.

According to the 1939 Register
George and his wife Bessie were
living in Hopton Hall in 1939.
George left Hopton Hall to live
at Hopton Chase, where he
lived until his death in 1974.

Croft House, Upper Hopton

The entrance lobby to Croft House was used

as a library and was run by Mrs Bessie Talbot
and the vicar's wife Mrs Dorothy Myers. (Croft
House was bequeathed to the Upper Hopton

community by Charles Ernest Sutcliffe in

1948).
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Family details
Date of Birth

Date of Baptism
Church Baptised
Father

Father's occupation
Mother

Siblings

Parents residence
Soldiers residence
Soldiers Occupation

Married

Spouse
Children
Date of Death

Age at death
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22 July 1896

22 August 1896

Dewsbury

Tom Burnley

Ironmonger

Anne (nee Walker) - b.1863

Mary Burnley (b.1889), Dorothy
(b.1891), Ada (b.1899)

Sycamore Villa, Savile Town, Dewsbury
Sycamore Villa, Savile Town, Dewsbury

I[ronmonger

11 October 1921
St Augustus, Scissett

Bessie Blackburn (b. 20 March 1897)
Eileen (b.1923), John B (b.1926)
December 1974

78
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Record of George's baptism

BVaptieme solemnized in the Parish of DEWSBURY, in the County
of York, and Diocese of jiigemg in the Year 1845_.

When Child's Parents’ Name. Quality, Trade,| ' By whom the
\ A s ) Abode. or Ceremony
! ﬁm Baptized,  Christian Name. ) e T Profession. | was performed.
| loa | | | |
July August-| Georger o |
224 22 i Hall 7&9‘4’% 7»%/ //u{;?aé Lm»w»yt/ ﬂ././a«od1
/3"/’[ Nod4qgh | Ann ; ] m
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George's grandfather (1825 -1888) was a successful business man in

Dewsbury as the extract from Kelly's directory shows:
Kelly’s Directory 1881 -- Dewsbury Commercial showing Jesse Talbot's
business.

Talbot Jesse, Royal hotel, wine & spirit merchant, & inland
revenue office, Market place, Dewsbury

In 1854 Jesse Talbot owned the Wagon & Horses Public house in Fall
Lane, Dewsbury.
(Georges grandmother was Mary Burnley (1824 - 1863)

In 1888 Jesse left £800 in his will.

George's father Tom Burnley (1860 - 1929)

George's father was also
a successful businessman,
running an ironmongery
business in Dewsbury.

- See the following extract
from the Yorkshire Post in
1929.

Tom Burnley was living at

the family public house in
Market Place, Westgate,
Dewsbury up to 1899 and
moved to Sycamore Villa,
Saville Town in 1900.

, ;@\wquﬁ& Iy i
o (Shomembsme o lbel (114 -6 ) YORKSHIRE POST 18
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FEBRUARY 1929

MR. T. B. TALBOT, DEWSBURY.

Mr. Tom B. Tslbot, of Bavxlo T

Dewsb chairman of directors }

Messrs. B. Talbot, Ltd., ironmonge

and mill furmahem, Dmgy Hill, Dewsbnry,

%teg at Dewsbury on atnrday in his
year,

Mr. Talbot was apprenticed to Mr.
J. G. England, ironmonger, as a youth,
and later he succeeded to the bnsmm
which he converted into a limited habnlnty
company, becoming chairman of directors
and managing director. He took a great
interest in the local tradesmen's associa-
tion, before it bhecame known as the
Dewsbury Chnmbor of Trade, and was for
three Gyun president. He leaves a son,
Mr. Talbot, a director of the
company, and thres married daughters,

Tom Burnley Talbot's will

TALBOT Tom Burnley of Sycamore Villa Savile Town Dewsbury
Yorkshire died 16 February 1929 Probate London 18 May to
George Walker Talbot ironmonger Cecil Thomas Lyles yarn
spinner and Herbert Talbot Dawson cashier.

Effects £26376 7s. 11d. Resworn £25250 7s. 2d.

The 1901 census shows George living at Sycamore Villa, Savile Town,
Dewsbury with his parents and three sisters.

George attended Elmhurst Boarding School at 52 St Peter's Road,
Croydon, Surrey and is shown on the 1911 census for the school age
14,
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George with his wife Bessie (nee Blackburn)

THE LEEDS MERCURY, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1, 1919.

The engagement is announced of Sec.-
Lient., George W. Talbot, 8rd Suflolks,
only son of Mr. T. B, Talbot, Sycamore
Villa, Savile Town, Dewsbury, to iliss
Bessie Blackburn, younger daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Edward lackburn, Tae
G::.n.e._ Shelley, vear Huaddersfield.

At the time of his wedding to Bessie, George was living with his parents at
Saville Town, Dewsbury
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George and Bessie’s wedding certlflcate

/ks/,u \Lulm'm solc.muu(,d at f’Au!»o s Clance m the Pawft of _ "rm-« ______in the Couuty of ‘e
----- 5 - Y, 3 . B s : 5 IJ T 777 T ] s
N";_‘ \\ h_,)l r_-d | Nawe :.m.l Suruame, 2__.\3;_ l to nditon, Rank or Profession. “ Kexidenee at the time of Marriage. Father's N and Surnume. }hnko I f‘an H' l.hrr
! bk 1° | Vim, walhus Taltsl ‘ 25 | Bucteta Fowmagée | S lee Toren Jow Brorulsy, Tadbsr /u-.uu.,f.
300 | | Bty
l Do Alac R s 21'_ ﬁ,.. (= Sgl‘ﬂ s Sc(‘.»(-ao Aleek (e I ) NS .D“l""
‘ 18 x|
| | | i l
Murried in the wa...('. [y ______uccording *o the Rites and Ceremonies of the Established Church, by ot after ’I,‘) ot by me,
‘z £ ’zr ' (oot
n“mg_(_g“%/}a—c&v bel” . g vbékﬁ,y// JLDn__ -
was rolews 6 ‘; M A‘u g"rT— — q # Mool atl
between 12719 (qchkv . L:L{r ; Jké,/(&’w s- /} KL ,‘_ Shebicy
'"»’U.f }\-ﬂu

George's Sisters

Mary Burnley Married 1913 to Cecil Thomas Lyles who helped to run his
fathers (Sam Lyles) business at Ledgard Mill (he left
£105,000 in his will in 1952, Cecil Lyles also bequeathed his
mansion, Ravensleigh, in Oxford Road, to Dewsbury Health
Authority).

Dorothy Married 1920 to Sydney Kaye who was a solicitor
and became the Mayor of Huddersfield 1944-1945. Sydney
was awarded an OBE and given the freedom of Huddersfield
in 1957.

Ada Married 1921 to Joseph Smith who was a wool

merchant (Joseph was in military training with
George Walker Talbot).
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Military Details

Attestation / Enlistment
Deployment

Rank

Medals

Regiment number
Regiment

Regimental Badge

Discharged / demobilised

Age at death
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6" November 1915 (Dewsbury)
(age 19 years 105days)

2nd Lieutenant

Victory Medal & British War Medal

12t Battalion Suffolk Regiment

10t April 1919

78
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George is on the front row far left. His rank in the photo was Sergeant.
George joined the army in November 1915 at 19 years of age as a Private and
rose to Sergeant in 1917. In late 1917 he was accepted as a commissioned
officer with the rank of Second Lieutenant with the 12th Suffolk Regiment.
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George with his future brother-
in-law Joseph on the right

’",‘-’a ‘R . &% - ; o
George is third from the right at the front of the group (his future brother
in law Joseph Smith is third from the left)
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e R D T I RO T T ST
0.C. AND SENIOR N.CO’s. “A” COMPANY

Joseph Smith, George's future brother-in-law is seated on the floor

at the front of the group.
(29th Battalion Royal Fusiliers)
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George is seated on the front row third from right and Joseph Smith
back row forth from the left.

George’s rise through the ranks:

Age 19, enlisted 6" November 1915 as a Private and joined the 105" Training
Reserve Battalion.

18t March 1916 rose to Lance Corporal (105" T.R.B.)

18t September 1916 Corporal (105" T.R.B.).

1%t january 1917 Sergeant (105" T.R.B.)

5% July 1917 Posted to Perbright as Sergeant (105" T.R.B.)

30" October 1917 Granted a Temporary Commission with the 3™ Suffolk
Regiment and eventually a full commission with the 12" Suffolk Regiment.
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Injured in the German Spring Offensive
(George was injured on the 13th April 1918 at Bailleul.
Bailleul is 18km south west of Ypres and 30km north west of Lille).

Following the Russian Revolution in late 1917 and the subsequent
disintegration of the Russian Army, it allowed General Ludendorff
to concentrate the German forces on the Western Front. The
offensive would bear down on the British Army, which the
German's considered to be exhausted. The first part of the
offensive (Operation Michael) was launched on the 21 March 1918
where the British troops bore the brunt of the attack. The German
soldiers greatly outnumbered the British and several British

divisions were literally annihilated. However because of German logistical problems and
Allied rear guard action, Ludendorff's plan began to flounder.

The second phase of the German 'Spring Offensive', Operation Georgette (also known as the
Battle of Lys), was launched in French Flanders on the 9 April 1918 and for General
Ludendorff, ‘it was all or nothing'. The battle started with German success similar to its
immediate predecessor (Operation Michael). A spectacular German breakthrough on the
Lys was quickly followed by the capture of Estaires (9 - 10 April), which was subsequently
burned to the ground, followed by the capture of Messines Ridge (10 - 11 April). The
advance 'fizzled out' near Hazenbrouck, an important railway junction (12 - 15 April) and
was followed by the destruction and capture of Bailleul (12 -15 April).
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Official War Diaries for the 12t" Battalion Suffolk Regiment.
9th April 1918

otn,
4,15 a,n,

7 a.,ny,
llAll coy.
np ¢oy. '

"e" coyé
liDll coy.

10 a;nm,

11 a.m,
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10,90 a,m/

5.

NARATIVE OF OPERATIONS QF 12TH SUFFOLKS
FROM 9th/135th APRIL, 1918,

- - R W - -4 -

A very heavy bombardment by enemy was put down on front
line and FLEURBAIX defences, a tremendous amount of gas
being used,

The Battalion 'stood to' and at 7 a,m, the defences
were manned as follows :-

"A" Coy. in reserve round DURHAM POST,

Manned the 7 posts of the defences, 1,e, from ABEL Post
on right to LIMIT Post on left,

¥Mzxrm In posts round MOULIN FARN.

Manned trenches South of CANTEEN FARM,

Orders received from Bde, H.,Q. to move ¥Q" Coy, forward,
join up LIMIT Post and CANTEEN FARM,

"A" Coy, reinforced "B" Coy, Patrol sent forward towards
CROIX BLANCHE was fired upon from the Cross Roads,

Eneany party estimated at about 60, Patrol fired upon the
enemy who then moved in an EASTERLY directlion,

Battallion H,Q, moved from FLEURBAIX to PORT a CLOUS and
party of 50 Hd.Qr. perseonnel moved forward to trenches
forward of-RUE DELPIERRE and later reinforced "C" Coy.
WEST of LIMIT Post, About this time message received from
CROIX BLANCHE patrol reporting large party of enemy
cyclists moving EAST along the RUE des LOMBARDS,

The whole line now came under heavy machine gun fire from
the enemy who had established himself in the "Subsidiary
Line", Our L,Gs, were occupying positions in concrete
emplacements and in shell holes in front of our line,

& L.Gs; were put out of action by enemy fire, and 1 gun
being blown up by a shell and the team killed,

The fighting was severe and continuous, and very heavy
losses inflicted on the enemy, who continued to move in

s 8ections in single file across our front towards the WEST,



World War 1 - Upper Hopton Village

George Walker Talbot

Official War Diaries for the 12t" Battalion Suffolk Regiment.
9th April 1918 — continued

TS eees ass wasaTLe A &LV GVLVER UWL LIULLV VUWGIWE LY WhDL,
IR
4,90 p.m‘j 2@ th flanks in the air, and after consultation it was
- o Ldecided to fight a rearguard action, and under covering

ire of L.Gs, the garrison moved back and filled a gap
etween the 16th Royal Scots on right and the 1lth Suffoliks
‘jon left, Here they dug in and held on all night, Our
casualtles were very heavy, particularly "B" and "g" Coys,
Bn, Hd,Qrs, had been cut off from remainder of Battalion
and came under enemy M,G, fire from RUE DE BIACHE and

eneny was reported moving EAST long MAIN ROAD and Railway
from BAS ST MAUR, ,
Headquarters moved to LEVEL CROSSING H.14.a.7.4 and later
to FORT ROMPU where about 60 stragglers were collected and
the Road Junction and Village held, My main position was
in an orchard at H,8,¢,5,5; The eneny formed up three
times and attacked FORT ROMPU from about Ho13b,central,
but he was held up by our fire; He had M.Gs, on the road
at about H,7,4,70,20, The eneny continued to dribble along
the railway towards RUE DORMOIRE, I had previously got
touch with the 16th Royal Scots Regt,, and they were

taking up a position from Cross Roads H,8:b,4,1 to
H,1b,b,00,00 :

ULa
2
P ¢

Z Ctan

Lol

6,50 p.m, Word received 16th Royal Scots were in position and in
- trenchme with "B" Coy, 12th Suffolks on left, and
Headquarters moved back taking stragglers, and took up
position from X Roads H/8,b.,4.1, to River LYS at about
B H,7,0.8,9, The Line now ran from H.7.b.8,9 to Ho8.,b,4,1
held by part of 12th Bn, Suffolk Regt,, Headquartera and
stragglers, thence to H,15,d,7,b by 16th Royal Scots to

2.

6,350 p.n, H¢se2,a,1,1, East along grid to H,16,¢.80,00 N,E, \
- H.18,d4,2,8 by "B" & "C" Coys. Suffolks,-where Wwe were in

@ touch with 11lth Suffolks, who had absorbed "D" Coy.
12th suffolks; "A" Coy. in support to "B" & "C" Coys.
in HJl8Zc,

Headquaerters, consisting 2 Officers & 7 runners, amalgamated
with 18th Royal Scats at ERQUINGHEM and came under orders
of 101st Brigade,
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Official War Diaries for the 12" Battalion Suffolk Regiment 10" to
12t April 1918

1oth,
e’aomo

8 a,m,;

2 p.m,

8,50 p.m,

9.0 p.m

12th
46‘°° aomo

Page 17 of 23

N W e W b DT @

Heavy shelling and M,&, fire on our front and left followed
by enemy attack, Our troops gradually driven back towards
ERQUINGHENM, Fighting continued throughout the day and at
4 p.m,; orders received to cross River LYS and hold
ERQUINGHEM SWITCH from LANCASHIRE POST to WIGAN POST, Thils
was done in conjunction with 16th Royal Scots, but the
eneny had crossed to the north of the River LYS early in
the afternoon at BAC ST MAUR and was gradually working N,E,
We were in touch with 102nd Brigade on our left but the

wight was kpen,

Orders received to make our way towards NIEPPE and hold
Railway, where we came under orders of 102nd Bde, We had
Joined up with the 15th Yorks Regt, and details of 20th
Middlesex Regt, and Lt,Col, C,E.M, Richards, M,C. 20th Bn,
Middlesex Regti took command of the $ units, 1lelst-Brigade,

Ordered to take a position in B.,8,c.d, and dug in roughly
from B,8.,c,20,60 to MILL B,8,d.4,6.

Reports received that enemy had broken front line and was
holding LA RUE DU SAC and the Battalion was ordered to
counter attack and restore the position, Formed wp for hhe
attack in H,8.b, with left on road at 50,00 and right about
B.9.a,2,5, in following order :- "C" Coy, 2 L,Gs, first
wave A" & WBM 3 T, .Gs, second wave, a few of "D" Coy, and
some Auatralian-R.Es. in reserve, The attacking lines
moved off and took the buildings at PAPOT B.Y.c., killing

& nuaber of the enemy and taking 1 prisoner, The enemy
retired in a Northerly direction but lefit several M,Gs, and
a2 large number of snipers im buildings in LA RUE DU SAC,
The Second line reinforced the first line and L,G, positions
takens up,

At b p.m, orders were received not to press the attack but
to hold on ta our position until 8,30 p.m.

Qur casualties were heavy = about 70-- in this attack, but
we inflicted heavy casualties on the enemy,

At 8,50 p.m, moved back in open order, the forward line
passing through the support line then’ covering the support
as they moved back on to a line held by the Monmouth Regt,

Marched to Le CRECHE, arriving about 11 p,m, and lined a
road, as reserve, and at 4,50 a,m, mgrched to STRAZEELE,
arriving about t ® a,mn,;, wvhepe we dug in, and were again
reserve, The night was quiet and we were not in action,
but our position was shelled and a forward L,G, post
knocked out,
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Official War Diaries for the 12t" Battalion Suffolk Regiment.
13t to 14 April 1918

4,50 p.m,

l4th,

9.1b a,n,

DUIIVVATW Uy

Marched to HONDEGHEM ROAR arriving about 7,30 p.,m, Here
we Jolned our transport and at 9,16 p.m, mareched to
BAVINCHOVE, arriving about 11,50 p,m, and bivouaced for
the night, -

Marched to ST, OMER to Billets,

Iieut,Colanel,
Commanding 12th Bn,; Suffolkx Regiment,

@ APRIL 17th, 1918,
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Medical report

It was on the 13th April 1918 that George Walker Talbot was injured by shrapnel casing at
Bailleul. According to the medical officer's report. 'Piece of casing, the size of walnut,
removed from neck. Body of Scapula fractured. X Ray shows the hole in the Scapula,
together with two or three small sequestra’.

George was transferred to the 2nd Western Hospital, Manchester on the 22nd April 1918
and later to a Convalescent Hospital in Blackpool in November 1918. In April 1919, records
show that he was still in hospital.

Because on his injuries George left Boulogne France on the 22" April 1918 and disembarked
in Dover on the same day. The War office report shows that he was in the Suffolk Regiment
which was attached to the 11th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers, 74t Brigade, 25" Division. In
the report his injuries were classified as not permanent but very severe.

King's Lancashire Military
S Convalescent Hospial,
P Squire's Gat '

. ¢ Blackebdl.
REPORT on 2/Lieut. G.W. Talbot, 12th Suffolks. ;

Wounded Aprilﬁl&‘oh. 1918; by Shrapnel casing. Entrance over body
of scapula. Idece of casing, slze of walnut, removed frdn meck. Body

of Scapula fracture?.

Thirteen small sequestra have co ¢ away from the wound since the dateof

wound. The last piece was removed on October 5th.

The wound is still dischar@ing and there are evidently some small
Sequestra still to come away.

lfovements of shoulder joint are g,ood and not lnterfered with.

X Ray Plate shews the hole in the Scapula, together with two or three

small sequestra. BP0 P e re e 0

o5 ' Captain, R.A.M.C.,

Black ogl. S.M.0. & Reglstrar,
22/11/18. : Officers' Braach.

A further medical report on the 8" April 1919 stated:
The wound has been healed about 3 weeks. The scar is quite sound and shows no sign of
breaking down again. Movements of the right arm are somewhat restricted but improving.
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George's medal card

Remark

j r/jM(///J{O/ﬁp;,g /Vk/ﬂ/ ] g

/}’),/57227& o K. 1380

&?%M.%Corrzpondence W///J//)_ 96‘

\
Address W
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George's Medals

Rl LT
VTR A IR

British War Medal Victory Medal
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According to the 1939 Register George and Bessie were living in
Hopton Hall in 1939.

The photograph below shows George leading his daughter Eileen up
St John's churchyard path in 1947 (a short journey from Hopton Hall).

:‘\*' FoN
L & .

Eileen married Dennis M Chadwick and they went on to live at Gregory Springs
Lane.
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In 1943 George was elected a councilor and succeeded Charles
Ernest Sutcliffe.

THE YORKSHIRE POST  LEEDS THURSDAY OCTOBER 28th 1943

|

Elecled Councillor

At last night's meeting of Mirfield |
Urban Councll Major George W,
Talbot, of Hopton Old Hsall, erricm.i
vas elected a member of the Connell
to fill the vaxcancy In  the Hopton
Ward caused by the resignation of Mr,
Charles E. Sutcliffe,

Page 23 of 23



