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Rank: Sapper 
 

 

Died:  29th May 1918  (age 38 after 

discharge in UK) 

 

 

Royal Engineers 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Summary 

Harold Dransfield's family home was Jackroyd Lane, Upper Hopton where he 
was raised by his parents Fredrick and Sarah and worked as a railway plate 
layer. Harold married Edith Wadsworth in May 
1917. 
Harold enlisted in August 1917 as a Sapper in 
the Royal Engineers. 
Whilst serving on the Western Front Harold had 
a cerebral embolism and was discharged from 
the army in March 1918. In May 1918 he died 
from heart failure and was buried in St John's, 
Upper Hopton. 
His brothers Irving and Albert also served in 
WW1 
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Family details 
 
Date of Birth 
 

27th June 1879 

Date of Baptism 
 

3rd August 1879 

Church Baptised 
 

St John's, Upper Hopton 

Father 
 

Frederick 
(b.1851 buried in St John's Upper Hopton 
Sept 1896 age 45) 

Father's occupation 
 

Stonemason 

Mother 
 

Sarah (nee Sheard) 

Siblings 
 

Albert, Laura &  Irving 

Parents residence 
 

Jackroyd Lane, Upper Hopton 
(Later Moor Top, Kirkheaton) 

Soldiers residence 
 

Jackroyd Lane 

Soldiers Occupation 
 

Railway plate layer 

Married 
 

28th May 1917 

Spouse 
 

Edith Wadsworth 

Children 
 

 

Burial / Memorial 
 

St John's Church, Upper Hopton 

Age at death 
 

Age 38   (Heart failure) 
 Date: 29th May 1918 
Died at Moor Top, Kirkheaton 
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Dransfield family Census 1911 

 
 

Harold's father does not appear on the 1911 census as he died in 1896. Harold 
had a younger brother, Irving who was a mill hand. At the time of the census 
Harold was living with his mother at Jackroyd Lane. 
Harold's Attestation papers show that he was living at Moor Top, Kirkheaton in 
August 1916. 
The 1911 census does not show Harold's older brother Albert and younger 
sister Laura. Albert spent some time in the Memorial hospital in Mirfield and 
was a coal miner. Unfortunately the military records for Albert were destroyed 
in the second world war. 
In 1901 Laura was a servant for William Hall Marriott at The Grange in Upper 
Hopton.  On the 1911 census Laura had moved to Buxton Derbyshire when she 
was 29 years old and became a servant for a Henry Lathbury a retired Indian 
Merchant. Laura met and married Fred Chappell  in Buxton. After Fred's death 
Laura returned to live at Granny Lane, Lower Hopton. 
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Irving was a private (Reg No. 034900) and served in the Royal Army Ordnance 
Corps and received the Victory and British War Medals. 
 
 
Harold's father and mother's marriage certificate (St Johns, Upper Hopton 
1875) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Harold Dransfield's Marriage Certificate - Parish Church Kirkheaton 
28th May 1917 
(Harold's father shown as deceased) 
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Family photographs 
 

  
Dransfield family: Albert on the left with 
Harold on the right and Father Frederick 

with Laura on his knee. 
 

 

           
Albert Dransfield 

 

            
Laura Dransfield 

 

              
Irving Dransfield 
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                                Laura Dransfield 

 

           
                            Laura Dransfield 

 

                                                           
Laura Dransfield and Fred Chappell 

(Fred was the local postman in Buxton) 
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Irving Dransfield 

 

 

        
Irving Dransfield and Alice Armitage 

 

                
The Armitage family at Calf Croft Cottages 
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Cricket 
Before and after the war Irving Dransfield was a good cricketer 

        
Photo: October 13th 1905 - Irving is seated on the extreme right (approx age 17) 

 

         
Photo shows James Armitage (Irving Dransfield's father-in-law) as umpire on the extreme 

left at Woodbottom.  
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Irving Dransfield seated with two of his army colleagues 
(Watchfield 1918) 
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Military Details 
 

Attestation / Enlistment 
 

31st August 1916 

Deployment 
 

August 1917 
Due to his heart problem his length of 
service is recorded as 220 days 

Rank 
 

Sapper 

Medals 
 

None found 

Regiment number 
 

290902 

Regiment 
 

Royal Engineers 

(Railway Troops Depot) 
Regimental Badge  

 
 

Discharged 
 

8th March 1918                                  
(due to cerebral embolism) 

Cemetery or Memorial 
 

St John's Church, Upper Hopton 
 

Date of death 29th May 1918 
(Heart failure) 
Died at Moor Top, Kirkheaton 
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Harold's attestation 1916 
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Military record -"Statement of Service" 
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Discharge papers 
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Medical Report dated February 

1918  
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Medical report continued 

 



World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

Harold Dransfield   

Page 16 of 18 
 

Medical report continued 
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Harold Dransfield's grave in St John's  Churchyard, Upper Hopton 
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