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  Rank:  Corporal 

 
 

 Killed in Action:  23rd July 

 1918 (France & Flanders) 
 

 

 

 

 

2nd/5th Battalion Duke of 

Wellington's (West Riding Regiment) 

 

Summary 
Lionel Appleyard's family home was 29 Clough Terrace, previously he lived at Park Farm with 

his parents George and Charlotte Appleyard. 

His ocupation was as a Coal Miner (Trammer). 

Lionel was killed in action on the 23rd July 1918 (age 25) whilst serving on the Western Front 

with the Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment). 

Lionel was originally in the 2/5th Battalion, which was merged with the 5th Battalion in 

January, 1915,  and was killed during the 2nd Battle of the Marne (Battle Honour Tardenois) 

advancing towards Bligny, eventually taken by the 2/4th Battalion on 28/29 July 1918.   

Lionel was the only soldier in the village of Upper Hopton to receive the Military Medal for 

gallantry under fire. 

Lionel is remembered at the Soissons Memorial, Aisne, France.  Another Upper Hopton lad 

is also remembered at the Soissons Memorial, he is Robert Lewis Oates (9th Battalion Tank 

Corps) and he was killed on the same day as Lionel. 

Lionel’s brother in law was killed age 19, in May 1918 and is also commemorated at the 
Soissons Memorial. 
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Family details 
 
Date of Birth 
 

9th September 1892 

Date of Baptism 
 

16th October 1892 

Church Baptised 
 

St John's, Upper Hopton 

Father 
 

George 
(Died 11th August 1914) 

Father's occupation 
 

Farmer (1911) 

Mother 
 

Charlotte (nee Winter) 

Siblings 
 

Maria, Mark, John Henry, Clark, Olive, 
George, Sydney Winter 

Parents residence 
 

29 Clough Terrace, Upper Hopton 
(1911 census states Park farm) 

Soldiers residence 
 

Above 

Soldiers Occupation 
 

Coal miner - Trammer (1911) 

Married 
 

No 

Spouse 
 

 

Children 
 

 

Burial / Memorial 
 

Soissons Memorial, Aisne, France 

Age at death 
 

25 
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Lionel's mother and father 
Lionel's father George was born in Darrington near Pontefract in 1849 and his father 
(Joseph) was a shoemaker. Records show that George was living at Handbank, Upper 
Hopton in 1871 as a boarder with a farmer called John Whitehead who had married 
his sister Elizabeth in 1865. George's occupation was as a sawyer (employed sawing 
timber). George's brother William also moved to Jackroyd Lane, Upper Hopton. 
In 1882 George married Charlotte Winter.  
In 1884 records show that George lived at Woodcock Hall as a farm labourer. His 
sister Elizabeth and brother in law John Whitehead were running Woodcock Hall 
farm (22 acres). 
 In 1901 George moved to Park Farm, Upper Hopton as a tenant farmer. 
At the age of 16, Lionel's mother was a kitchen maid for Sir Henry Edwards Bart, High 
Sherriff of Yorkshire (Sir Henry had been an MP in the House of Commons and was 
made a Baronet in 1866) and at the age of 22 just before she married George, she 
was a servant for a retired Woollen Manufacturer (Joseph Newsome) in Batley.  
 

               
 
 Lionel's mother Charlotte (b.1855, d.1933) and father George (b.1849,  
 d.1914) at Park Farm. 
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Lionel in uniform 
 
                                   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lionel's brother George & sister-in-law 
Lionel's brother George married a Clara Moorhouse (age 17) from Dam Head Farm in 
Lepton on the 25th June 1918 and had a daughter Rose Muriel. Clara's brother 
(Ernest Brummit) was killed age 19 in May 1918 in France & Flanders and is 
commemorated at the same Soissons Memorial as Lionel. 
(Ernest and Clara were born at Houses Hill, Kirkheaton). 
 

Attestation of Lionel's brother 
George was attested on the 18th February 1916 (age 19) but for some reason was 
not enlisted until the 22nd April 1918 (it may be because he was a miner). Following 
training George put in a provisional Battalion and eventually joined the Coldstream 
Guards in France on the 14th November 1918 (his troop ship docked in Bolougne in 
France on the 7th November 1918). His regimental number was 24663. 
See below George's Attestation, Enlistment and Service Record documents. 
It is a mystery why George joined the Coldstream Guards as it was unusual for young 
men from the Mirfield area to join this regiment. 
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George Appleyard's Attestation document 
 

 



World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

Lionel Appleyard 

Page 6 of 27 
 

 
George Appleyard's Enlistment document 
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George Appleyard's Service Record 
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Lionel's brother's (John Henry) marriage to Sarah Ann  
at Upper Hopton Church on the 3rd September 1912. 
 

                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Henry and Sarah Ann in the centre of the picture with Lionel's parent's 
George and Charlotte to their left.   
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Appleyard family 1911 Census 
 

 
 

1901 Census showing George and Charlotte at Park Farm 
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Some of Lionel's siblings 
 

 
Clarke 

 
John Henry 

 
Olive with her husband Leonard 

 
Lionel with his sister Maria 

 
George 

 
George's wife Clara 
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 George Appleyard 1896-1958    Maria Appleyard 1884-1959 
 Clara Moorhouse 1900 -1959    Married Reuben Wortley 1875-1944 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Olive Appleyard      Olive & Maira Appleyard 



World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

Lionel Appleyard 

Page 12 of 27 
 

 
 
29 Clough Terrace, Upper Hopton the home of Lionel Appleyard his previous 
address was Park farm, Upper Hopton 
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Military Details 
 

Attestation / Enlistment 
 

No record 

Deployment 
 

No record 

Rank 
 

Corporal 

Medals 
 
 

1914-1915 Star 
British War Medal 
Victory Medal 
Military Medal 

Regiment number 
 

204703 Cpl  &  3485 Pvt 

Regiment 
 

2nd/5th BattalionDuke of Wellington's 

(West Riding Regiment) 

Regimental Badge  

 
 

Killed in Action 
 

23rd July 1918  (France & Flanders) 

Cemetery or Memorial 
 

Soissons Memorial, Aisne, France 

Age at death 25 
 

Reg. No. 3485 (later 204703) PRIVATE LIONEL APPLEYARD 

5th BATTALION THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON'S (WEST RIDING REGIMENT) 

186 INFANTRY BRIGADE, 62nd (WEST RIDING) DIVISION 

K.I.A.  2nd BATTLE OF THE MARNE - BATTLE OF TARDENOIS - BATTLE OF BLIGNY. 
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Lionel's last Battle 

Lionel was originally in the 2/5th Battalion, which was merged with the 5th 

Battalion in January 1915, and was killed during the 2nd Battle of the Marne 

(Battle of Tardenois) advancing towards Bligny, eventually taken by the 2/4th 

Battalion on 28/29 July 1918.  The 51st (Highland) and 62nd (West Riding) 

Divisions, 22 Corps, were attached to Gen Berthelow’s French 5th Army at the 

time, for a gruelling ten day period. 

 
 

2/5th Battalion Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment) 
Territorial Force  - Actions throughout 1917 and 1918 
 
Jan 1917 mobilised for war and landed in France and engaged in various actions on the 
Western front including; 
The Operations on the Ancre, The German retreat to the Hindenburg Line, The first attack 
on Bullecourt (part of the Arras offensive), The German attack on Lagnicourt (part of the 
Arras offensive), The Battle of Bullecourt (part of the flanking operations round Arras), The 
actions on the Hindenburg Line, The Cambrai Operations. 
 
30 Jan 1918 The 2/5th absorbed by the 1/5th and the 2/6th disbanded in France; 
The Battle of Bapaume, The First Battle of Arras 1918, The Battle of the Tardenois (part of 
the Battles of the Marne 1918), The Battle of the Scarpe, The Battle of the Drocourt-Queant 
Line, The Battle of Havrincourt, The Battle of the Canal du Nord, The Battle of the Selle, The 
capture of Solesmes, The Battle of the Sambre. 
 
11 Nov 1918 Ended the war east of Maubeuge, France. 
 

July to early September 1918  -  The Allied Counter Attack 

As soon as the German forces ran out of steam, the Franco-American forces counter 

attacked and recovered the German gains along the Marne. 

To the north, Haigh launched an Anglo-French attack from the 8th August 1918 which 

throughout the remainder of the month drove the Germans from their newly won territory, 

so the by early September they were back to the Hindenburg line.  
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The Battle of Soissons - Commanders / Leaders 

Allies - Ferdinand Foch / Germany - Erich Ludendorff 

The Battle of Soissons (also known as the Battle of the Soissonnais and of the 
Ourcq (French: Bataille du Soissonnais et de L'Ourcq) was a battle during World War I, 
waged from 18 to 22 July 1918, between the French (with American and British assistance) 
and German armies. 
Ferdinand Foch, the Allied Supreme Commander, launched the offensive on 18 July; 24 
French divisions and 2 British and 2 U.S. divisions under French command, supported by 
approximately 478 tanks, sought to eliminate the salient that was aimed at Paris. 
The Allies suffered 107,000 casualties (95,000 French and 12,000 American), while the 
Germans suffered 168,000 casualties.  
The battle ended with the French recapturing most of the ground lost to the German Spring 
Offensive in May 1918. 
Adolf Hitler, the future Fuhrer of Nazi Germany, earned and was awarded the Iron Cross 
First Class at Soissons on August 4th 1918. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Battle of Tardenois. Troops of the 5th Bn. Duke of Wellington’s Regiment (62nd Division) 
advancing through the Bois du Petit Champ 22nd July 1918 (dead German soldier on the 
ground). 
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The Aisne-Marne Offensive 
The Aisne-Marne Offensive was the second phase of the Second Battle of the Marne (15 
July-6 August) and marked a major turning point in the fighting on the Western Front in 
1918. The first phase of the battle had been the German Champagne-Marne Offensive, 
which had begun on 15 July with attacks east and west of Reims. The attacks east of the city 
had met with little success, but the attack to the west, by the German Seventh Army under 
General Max von Boehn, had advanced four miles, creating a beachhead on the southern 
side of the Marne. At its greatest extent the German salient reached from Soissons in the 
north west, to Château Thierry at its south west corner and then east along the Marne. 

One positive result of the earlier German successes had been the appointment of Ferdinand 
Foch as overall Commander in Chief of the Allies on the Western Front. Even before the 
German offensive on the Marne he had been planning a massive counterattack in the area. 
This was to involve four French armies attacking all around the salient created during the 
Third Battle of the Aisne. The main attack was to come from the west and would be 
launched by the French Tenth Army (General Charles Mangin) with the Sixth in support to 
his south (General Jean Degoutte). Further around the line the Fifth (General Henri 
Berthelot) and Ninth (Genereal M. A. H. de Mitry) would launch supporting attacks on the 
southern flank of the German salient. 

This would be an Allied attack, with British and Italian Divisions involved. It would also be a 
major American battle. The American 1st and 2nd Divisions were with the Tenth Army, 
while the Sixth and Ninth Armies each contained three American Divisions. These were 
massive formations, each containing 28,000 men, making them twice the size of their 
British, French or German equivalents. The attack would be supported by 350 Allied tanks. 

The main attack was launched on 18 July by Mangin, with fourteen divisions from the Tenth 
and Sixth armies. All around the line the Allies advanced between two and five miles. That 
night the Germans were forced to retreat back across the Marne. The rapid Allied advance 
threatened German communications within the salient and even offered the chance of 
trapping the German troops around Château Thierry. Faced with this massive Allied counter-
attack Ludendorff ordered his troops to pull out of the salient to form a new defensive line 
along the line of the Aisne and Velse rivers. The new line began to take shape on 3 August, 
the day after Soissons had been liberated. On 6 August the Americans probed the new line 
and were repulsed, ending the offensive. 

The Aisne-Marne offensive marked a key turning point in the fighting of 1918. It ended the 
series of German victories that had begun on the Somme in March 1918 and opened the 
way for the great Allied offensive that would start at Amiens on 8 August. Ludendorff’s great 
gamble to end the war before the full strength of the American army could be deployed had 
failed. 
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The map attached shows where the troops were in general terms along that 

huge battlefront at Soissons.  This Battle was the beginning of the end, the 

Battle of the Somme being the end of the beginning. 

2nd BATTLE OF THE MARNE - BATTLE OF TARDENOIS - BATTLE OF BLIGNY. 
(5th BATTALION THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON'S (WEST RIDING REGIMENT) 

186 INFANTRY BRIGADE, 62nd (WEST RIDING) DIVISION) 
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Aisne-Marne, 18th July – 6th August 1918  

Second Battle of the Marne and Battle of Soissons (1918) 

American and French involvement 

• Several days before the Germans launched their abortive Champagne-Marne drive, 
the French high command had made plans for a general converging offensive against 
the Marne salient. Petain issued orders on 12 July for the attack to begin on the 18th, 
with five French armies – the Tenth, Sixth, Ninth, Fifth, and Fourth, placed around the 
salient from left to right – taking part. Spearheading the attack were the five divisions of 
the French XX Corps (Tenth Army), including the American 1st and 2nd Divisions. Early 
on 18 July the two American divisions and a French Moroccan division, jumping off 
behind a heavy barrage, launched the main blow at the northwest base of the salient 
near Soissons. Enemy frontline troops, taken by surprise, initially gave ground, although 
resistance stiffened after an Allied penetration of some three miles (5 km). Before the 1st 
and 2d Divisions were relieved (on 19 and 22 July respectively) they had advanced 6 to 
7 miles (11 km), made Soissons untenable for the enemy, and captured 6,500 prisoners 
at a cost of over 10,000 American casualties. 

• Meanwhile, the other French armies in the offensive also made important gains, and 
the German commander ordered a general retreat from the Marne salient. The French 
Sixth Army, on the right of the Tenth, advanced steadily from the southwest, reaching 
the Vesle River on 3 August. By 28 July this army included the American 3d, 4th, 28th, 
and 42d Divisions. The 4th and 42d Divisions were under control of the I Corps, the first 
American corps headquarters to participate in combat. On 4 August the American III 
Corps headquarters entered combat, taking control of the 28th and 32d Divisions (the 
latter had relieved the 3d Division in the line on 29 July). By 5 August the entire Sixth 
Army front was held by the two American corps. East of the Sixth Army the French Ninth 
and Fifth Armies also advanced into the salient. The Germans retired across the Aisne 
and Vesle Rivers, resolutely defending each strong point as they went. 

• By 6 August the Aisne-Marne Offensive was over. The threat to Paris was ended by 
wiping out the Marne salient. The initiative now had definitely passed to the Allies, 
ending any possibility that Ludendorff could carry out his planned offensive in Flanders. 
Moreover, the success of the offensive revealed the advantages of Allied unity of 
command and the fighting qualities of American units. The eight A.E.F. divisions (1st, 2d, 
3d, 4th, 26th, 28th, 32d, 42d) in the action had spearheaded much of the advance, 
demonstrating offensive capabilities that helped to inspire new confidence in the war-
weary Allied armies. About 270,000 Americans took part in the battle. 
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Bligny is a commune of the Marne department in north 

eastern France. 
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Lionel's Medal Card 
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Lionel's medals 

 

 
 

Military Medal                            

Awarded for acts of gallantry and 

devotion to duty under fire 

 
1914 - 1915 Star 

 

 

                       
         British War Medal     Victory Medal 
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Lionel’s scroll which was sent to his next of kin with his medals. 
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(Note that Lionel’s address below should read Clough Terrace). 
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Soissons Memorial 
The Soissons Memorial is a World War I memorial located in the town of 
Soissons, in the Aisne département of France. The memorial lists 3,887 names 
of British soldiers with no known grave who were killed in the area from May 
to August 1918 during the Spring Offensive. The battles fought by those 
commemorated here include the Third Battle of the Aisne and the Second 
Battle of the Marne. When the French Armies held and drove back the enemy 
from the Aisne and the Marne between May and July 1918 the 8th, 15th, 19th, 
21st, 25th, 34th, 50th, 51st and 62nd divisions of the British Armies served in 
the line with them and shared the common sacrifice. Here are recorded the 
names of 3,987 officers and men of those divisions to whom the fortune of war 
denied the known and honoured burial given to their comrades in death. 
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Historical Information 
 
The original British Expeditionary Force crossed the Aisne in August 1914 a few 
kilometres west of Soissons, and re-crossed it in September a few kilometres 
east. For the next three and a half years, this part of the front was held by 
French forces and the city remained within the range of German artillery.  
At the end of April 1918, five divisions of Commonwealth forces (IX Corps) 
were posted to the French 6th Army in this sector to rest and refit following 
the German offensives on the Somme and Lys. Here, at the end of May, they 
found themselves facing the overwhelming German attack which, despite 
fierce opposition, pushed the Allies back across the Aisne to the Marne. Having 
suffered 15,000 fatal casualties, IX Corps was withdrawn from this front in 
early July, but was replaced by XXII Corps, who took part in the Allied counter 
attack that had driven back the Germans by early August and recovered the 
lost ground. 
The Soissons Memorial commemorates almost 4,000 officers and men of the 
United Kingdom forces who died during the Battles of the Aisne and the Marne 
in 1918 and who have no known grave. 
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Extract from Upper Hopton Parish Magazine August 1916 
(it mentions Lionel being wounded). 
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Appleyard family grave St John's Churchyard Upper Hopton 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


