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Rank:  Private 

 

 

Discharged:  11th January 1918 
 

 

8th Durham Light Infantry 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Summary 

Herbert Sykes family home was Hollin Hall, Upper Hopton where he was raised 

by his parents Arthur and Ellen Sykes. Herbert worked as a Fettler in a woollen 

mill.  

Herbert served on the Western Front and survived the war but had to have 

both of his legs amputated. He was discharged in January 1918 age 22.  

(Five Sykes brothers served in the war). 

Both of his elder brothers lost their lives whilst serving on the Western Front. 

Walter in May 1917 and Willie in November 1918. The youngest brother Joe 

was wounded in 1917 and hospitalised, also gassed in 1918 and spent time in 

the Dewsbury War Hospital. He was discharged on the 21 May 1919.  .  
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Family details 
 
Date of Birth 
 

20th August 1894 

Date of Baptism 
 

11th January 1895 

Church Baptised 
 

St John's Upper Hopton 

Father 
 

Arthur  1860-1939 

Father's occupation 
 

Waste bleacher 

Mother 
 

Ellen  (nee Mann)  1863-1935 

Siblings 
 

Alan, Alice, Ernest, Walter, Willie, 
Joseph, Lizzie, Annie, Nelly & Hilda (one 
child died in infancy) 

Parents residence 
 

Hollin Hall,  Hopton (1911) 

Soldiers residence 
 

Hollin Hall 
After the war Herbert lived at Woodrow 
(Nippin Row),  Jackroyd Lane 

Soldiers Occupation 
 

Fettler - Woollen Mill 

Married 
 

 

Spouse 
 

 

Children 
 

 

Burial / Memorial 
 

Registration district of DEWSBURY 
1st quarter 1980 

Age at death 
 

85   (died in the quarter January to         
March 1980) 
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Sykes family 1911 Census 
 

 
 

Herbert's brothers 
 

Two his elder brothers lost their lives whilst serving on the Western Front. 

Walter in May 1917 and Willie in November 1918.  

Alan and Ernest were both coal miners and no records could be found about 
their military service. Ernest was buried at St Johns church Upper Hopton on 
the 1 April 1929 age 40. 
The youngest brother, Joe was born on the 17 July 1898.  He enlisted in the 

2nd West Yorkshire Regiment (Reg. No. 63556), rank Private . He was wounded 

in 1917 and hospitalised, also Gassed in 1918 and spent time in the Dewsbury 

War Hospital. He was discharged on the 21 May 1919. 

On the 10th February 1934 , Joe married Hilda Brewer at St. Pauls Church, 

Eastthorpe. The marriage certificate states that he was a railway man and still 

living at Northgate. 
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Military Details 
 

Attestation / Enlistment 
 

12th December 1915 

Deployment 
 

Home 12-12-1915 to 3-10-1916, France 

4-10-1916 to 19-3-1917, Home 20-3-

1917 to 11-1-1918. Medical records 

states, "amputation to both legs below 

knees". 

Rank 
 

Private 

Medals 
 

King's Certificate & Silver War Badge 
British War Medal 
Victory Medal 

Regiment number 
 

301800    (formerly 30/378 & 6145) 

Regiment 
 

8th Durham Light Infantry formerly  
30th Northumberland Fusiliers, 
Infantry 

Regimental Badge  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discharged 
 

11th January 1918 age 22 

Cemetery or Memorial 
 

 

Age at death 85  (died in the quarter January to         
March 1980) 

 
 



World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

Herbert Sykes  

Page 5 of 13 
 

Durham Light Infantry 

Trench warfare and new weapons led to huge numbers of casualties in the first 

world war. In September 1914 the 2nd Battalion lost as many men in one day 

as the entire Regiment had lost in the Boer war. In spring 1915 the Territorial's, 

fighting at Ypres, lost a third of their strength in just a few weeks. The battle to 

the Somme in 1916 was, for the new battalions of volunteers, a baptism of fire. 

On 1st July the "Durham Pals" (18th Bn DLI)lost over half their strength killed 

or wounded. 

The Durham Light Infantry fought in every major battle of the great war - at 

Ypres, Arras, Messines, Cambrai, on the Somme and in the mud of 

Passchendaele. The cost to the regiment was horrific with nearly 13,000men 

dead and thousands more gassed, wounded or taken prisoner. 
 

1/7th & 1/8th Battalion Territorial Force 
 

17.04.1915 Mobilised for war and landed at Boulogne. 

14.05.1915 Formation became the 151st Brigade of the 50th Division 

1915 - The Battle of St Julien, The Battle of Frezenburg Ridge, The Battle of 

Bellewaarde Ridge.  

16.11.1915 Became the Pioneer Battalion of the 50th Division 

1916 - The Battle of Flers-Courcelette, The Battle of Morval, The Battle of the 

Transloy Ridges.  

1917 - (October 1916 to March 1917 was the period in which Herbert served in 

France) 

The First Battle of the Scarpe, The Capture of Wancourt Ridge, The Second 

Battle of the Scarpe, The Second Battle of Passchendaele.  

20.06.1918 Transferred to the 8th Division. 

1918 - The Battle of St Quentin, The actions at the Somme crossings, The Battle 

of Rosieres, The actions of Villers-Bretonneux, The Battle of the Aisne 1918, 

The Battle of the Scarpe, The Final Advance in Artois.  

11.11.1918 Ended the war at Harchies N.E. of Conde, Belgium. 
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Herbert's Attestation / enlistment papers for the army 
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Herbert's injuries 

Herbert had both of his legs amputated below the knee due injuries sustained  
in the trenches. Mr & Mrs Sykes had five of their sons serving. Herbert was 
eventually sent to a Manchester Hospital (See Upper Hopton Church Parish 
Magazine April 1917). 

 
 
 

The King’s Certificate of discharge 
The King's certificate was awarded to soldiers who were discharged due to 
injuries in the theatre of war. 

 

 
Silver War Badge 
The Military records show that Herbert was awarded the Silver War Badge. The 
badge number was 336.914. 
The badge was awarded for soldiers who had been honourably discharged 
from the army under Kings Regulations (the most commonly reason for 
discharge and issue of the badge is that a soldier had been released on account 
of being physically unfit). 
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Herbert's Medal card 
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Herbert's  Medals 
 
 
 

                       
         British War Medal     Victory Medal 
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Dewsbury Reporter Saturday 19th May 1917 
 
The newspaper report is about Walter Sykes but it discusses 
his younger brother Herbert who lost both his feet through 
amputation. 
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The photograph was taken in approximately 1944 and shows Herbert 
Sykes second from the right with his walking stick. 
From left to right- Peter Castle, John Castle, George Haigh, George 
William Castle, Herbert Sykes with his walking stick and Oliver Castle 
with his top hat. 

 
 

The photo is taken in front of Laithe farm on Jackroyd Lane. Herbert 
Sykes was living on Nippin Row (Woodrow). 
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Upper Hopton Parish Magazine April 1917 
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Herbert's family grave in St John's churchyard Upper 
Hopton 
 

 
 
 

 Gravestone for Walter's parents Arthur and Ellen Sykes and their eldest son 
Alan.  Ellen died 1935 living at Northgate, Arthur 1939 at Jackroyd Lane and 
Alan 1954 at Beech St Mirfield. 
 


