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Rank: 2nd Lieutenant 
 

Died on 19th October 1917   (France) 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 3rd Battalion  

      York & Lancaster Regiment 

Summary 

Donald was born at Hopton Hall, Upper Hopton but following his fathers death 

in 1898 the family is shown living at 4 Trafalgar Road, Dewsbury on the 1901 

and 1911 census forms. 

Donald was a clerk at the Lancashire & Yorkshire Bank in Dewsbury but also 
had a keen interest in the army when he was 17. In 1902 he joined the 1st Bn. 
K.O.Y.L.I. When the war broke out he was in camp in Whitby with the 
Territorials. He was granted a commission on the 6th February 1915 and joined 
a Regular Battalion on the 26th July 1915 and went out to France with the York 
and Lancaster Regiment. 
He served in the trenches at Ypres and was injured and seriously ill several 
times, spending time in La Touquet and in Etaples hospitals. Finaly he lost his 
life on the Somme in October 1917 whilst leading his men in an Attack. 
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Family details 
 
Date of Birth 
 

1st October 1885 

Date of Baptism 
 

5th December 1885 

Church Baptised 
 

St John the Evangelist, Upper Hopton 

Father 
 

John Harrison Watts  
b. 2nd March 1841, d.15th April 1898 

 
Father's occupation 
 

 
Solicitor 
Formerly Clerk to the Dewsbury West 
Riding Magistrates. 

Mother 
 

Emily Watts (nee Stewart) 

Siblings 
 

Francis John Stewart, Winnifred Agnes 
Ellen Stewart, Emily May Geraldine 
Stewart 

Parents residence 
 

Hopton Hall and later 4 Trafalgar 
Road, Dewsbury 

Soldiers residence 
 

Hopton Hall and later 4 Trafalgar 
Road, Dewsbury 

Soldiers Occupation 
 

Clerk at Lancashire & Yorkshire Bank, 
Dewsbury.  

Married 
 

 

Burial / Memorial Bancourt British Cemetery 
  
Date of Death 
 

12th October 1916 

Age at death 
 

31 
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Watts family Census 1891 – see continuation 

Donald was born at Hopton Hall and lived there with his parents and siblings. 
The two 1891 census forms show that Donald was living at Hopton Hall with: 
Parents: John Harrison (50) & Emily Watts (38) 
Children: Francis John Stewart (8), Donald William Stewart (5), Emily Mary 
Geraldine Stewart (9), Winifred Agnes Ellen Stewart (1). 
Servants: Annie Shaplan (Governess), 
Elizabeth Harding (Cook), Elizabeth Edwards 
(Housemaid), Amy Laycock (Nursemaid). 
 
Photo showing Donald’s first home, Hopton 
Hall. 
 
John Harrison Watts and Emily Stewart were 
married in Dover, Kent on the 10th 
September 1874. 



World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

Donald William Stewart Watts   

Page 4 of 15 
 

Watts family Census 1891 – second sheet 

1901 Census 
The 1901 census shows that the Watts 
family were living at 4 Trafalgar Road, 
Dewsbury. Emily was head of the 
household as her husband John Harrison 
Watts had died in 1898. Emily was age 
53 and a woman with her “own means”. 
Living with her was Emily Mary 
Geraldine age 19, Francis John age 18, 
Donald William age 15 and a domestic 
servant Sarah Stevenson age 20. 
Winifred Agnes Ellen is not shown as she 
was away at a private school in London. 
Photo of 4 Trafalgar Road, Dewsbury. 
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Watts family census 1911 

 
The 1911 census form shows the family living in an eleven roomed house at 4, 
Trafalgar Road, Dewsbury. 
The mother Emily Watts is 64 
Francis John is 28 years old and is, like his father, a solicitor (he gained a 
Bachelor of Law degree in 1910). 
Donald William is 25 years old and is a bank clerk. 
Winifred Agnes Ellen is 21 with no identified occupation (from 30th June 1917 
to 20th April 1919 Winifred is working at the East Leeds War Hospital 
dispensing medicines). 
There is a single domestic servant Marion Maud Spencer who originates from 
Warwickshire. 
The fourth child Emily Mary Geraldine is not shown as she died in 1905 age 24. 
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Military Details 
 

Attestation / Enlistment 
 

Joined the Volunteer Bn. KOYLI in 
1902. Was in camp in Whitby with the 
Territorials when war broke out.  
Granted a commission 6th Feb. 1915 
 

Deployment 
 

Joined the Regular Battalion 26th July 
1915 and went out to France. 

 
Rank 
 

 
2nd Lieutenant 

Medals 
 

1914 – 1915 Star 
British War Medal 
Victory Medal 

  
Regiment 
 

3rd Battalion York & Lancaster 
Regiment 

Regimental Badge  
 

Killed in Action 
 

12th October 1916 on the Somme 

Cemetery or Memorial 
 

Bancourt British Cemetery, Pas du 
Calais, France 

 
Age at death 

 
31 
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Dewsbury Reporter 28th October 1916 
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Dewsbury Reporter 28th October 1916 - continued 
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Dewsbury Reporter 28th October 1916 - continued 
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Dewsbury Reporter 28th October 1916 - continued 
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Dewsbury Reporter 28th October 1916 - continued 
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Donald’s maternal grandfather 
The painting below shows Donald’s grandfather from his mother’s family. He is 
mentioned in the Dewsbury Reporter newspaper article above. Lieut. Col. 
Donald Stewart was a paymaster in the 92nd (Gordon) Highlanders, Royal 
Artillery and served as an aide-de-camp and deputy assistant adjutant-general 
during the Crimean War. He died in Dover age 64 on the 16th May 1876 whilst 
living at 4 Castle Street.  
Note that he is wearing the Gordon tartan in the painting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donald’s Uncle, Captain Donald Stewart was also in the military and was one of 
the first adjutants in Dewsbury.  
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Donald’s Medal card 

 



World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

Donald William Stewart Watts   

Page 14 of 15 
 

 
Donald’s Medals 

 
 

                       

          
 

 
 

 

 

 

British War Medal Victory Medal 

1914 – 1915 Star 
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