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Rank:  Corporal  

 

Demobilised : 27th January 1919  
 

 

 

1/5th Duke of Wellingtons (West Riding 

regiment) Transferred to the 243rd D. Employment 

Company. Labour Corps  on the 11th May 1918  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Summary 

Harry Castle's family home was 16 Hopton Fold, Upper Hopton where he was 
raised by his parents Robert and Mary Ellen Castle and Harry worked as a 
miner (Coal Getter - Hewer). Harry married Ada Jackson in May 1917 whilst on 
leave. 
Harry served on the Western Front, his army medical report states that he 
received  gun shot wounds but survived the war and was discharged in January 
1919. He was the only soldier in the village to be awarded the Meritorious 
Service medal. 
Both his younger brothers Herbert and Joe were killed in action on the 

Western front whilst serving with the Duke of Wellington's (West Riding 

Regiment).  

Herbert lost his life in April 1917 (age 24) and Joe in September 1916 (age 21). 

 

 



World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

Harry Castle 

Page 2 of 28 
 

 
 

Family details 
 
Date of Birth 
 

19th November 1890 

Date of Baptism 
 

 

Church Baptised 
 

St John's, Upper Hopton 

Father 
 

Robert 

Father's occupation 
 

District Council Roadman 

Mother 
 

Mary Ellen 

Siblings 
 

Ada, Joe, Herbert, stepsister Mary 
(Bertha) 

Parents residence 
 

16 Hopton Fold, Upper Hopton 

Soldiers residence 
 

Above 

Soldiers Occupation 
 

Coal Getter (Hewer) 

Married 
 

16th May 1917  
St John's church 

Spouse 
 

Ada Jackson - a weaver from Hopton 
Fold. 

Children 
 

 

Burial / Memorial 
 

 

Age at death 
 

49 
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Castle family Census 1911 
 

 
 
Herbert Castle (b. 5 Jan 1893) and Joe Castle (b. 6 Dec 1894) were brothers, 
but did you know that Ben Cassell was their first cousin?  Ben’s Dad Albert was 
the brother of Herbert & Joe’s Dad Robert.  They just chose to spell their 
surname differently to confuse the issue !   
Robert's name is spelt in various ways on the official records sometimes Casel, 
Cassell or Castle but as Robert could not write it was often recorded at the 
whim of the official record enumerator. 
 
Harry Castle  (b. 19th Nov 1890) served in WWI.  Harry survived and died in 
1940.  According to a newspaper cutting reporting his death it says “Mr Castle 
served with the Mirfield Company during the Great War.  He joined at the 
same time with two brothers and went to France.  Neither of his brothers 
returned”. 
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Harry's parents Robert and Mary Ellen 
 

The records show that Joe's 
father Robert had a variety of 
jobs: 
On the 1881 census Robert was 
a miner similar to his father 
James Castle. Note the spelling 
of the family name was "Castle" 
on this census. Robert lived with 
his father and mother (Mary) at 
112 Hollin Hall. 
On the 1891 census Robert is 
shown as a finisher at a woollen 
mill. 
On Mary and George's marriage 
certificate (1903) Robert is 
shown as a railway plate layer. 
On the 1911 census Robert is 
shown as a District Council 
Roadman. 
 
See Robert's and Mary Ellen's 
wedding certificate below (note 
that Robert sign his name with 
an "X"). 
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Harry's family photo 

The photograph shows from left to right, Ada Castle, Joe Castle, Harry Castle, 
Mary Ellen Castle, Herbert Castle, Bertha Kilner and Bertha's two children Emily 
and Laura Kilner (see 1911 census where all of those in the above photograph 
are shown to be living in the same house in Hopton Fold) 
(Photo approximately 1908-9) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Mary (Bertha) Kilner (Harry's stepsister) with 

her eldest daughter Emily 

 



World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

Harry Castle 

Page 6 of 28 
 

Mary Kilner (always known as Bertha) 

Mary or Bertha as she was more 
commonly known was baptised in 
March 1882 (b.24 Feb.1882), the 
baptism records show that her 
mother was Mary Ellen Brook and 
her name was given as Mary 
Wilkinson Brook but there was no 
father's name.  
Mary Ellen married Robert 
Cassells/Castle in 1888 and their 
eldest child Ada was born in 1889.  
Mary (Bertha) lived with her mother 
and Robert and the 1891 census 
records Mary/Bertha as a step 
daughter. The1901 census showed 
that Mary/Bertha had dropped the 
name Wilkinson, choosing to be 
called Mary Brook. She married 
George Henry Kilner in 1903 (in 1901 
the Kilner's and the Cassells were 
living next door to one another in 

Hopton Fold). See the marriage certificate below. Henry subsequently left 
Mary/Bertha and moved to Hemsworth. Note on the family headstone in St 
John's churchyard, Mary/Bertha Kilner is buried with her mother . 
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Harry Castle was the eldest of three brothers and born 19th Nov 1890 (brother 
of Herbert and Joe Castle)  Married Ada Jackson at St John's church, Upper 
Hopton in 1917.  Harry and Ada had twin girls who died in infancy. Ada died 
1938.  In 1939 Harry re married Annie Eliza Coulter (nee Long).  Harry had no 
surviving children. 
 

Newspaper report 15 June 1940 
Local newspaper 15th June 1940 “Harry Castle (49) of Carr St Batley Carr who 
died in Batley Hospital on Tuesday had worked since the last war as a blanket 
finisher at Messrs James Walker and Sons Butt End Mills Mirfield.  He was a 
native of the Upper Hopton district and a lifelong member of St John’s Church 
where as a lad he sang in the choir.  A former committee man and member of 
Upper Hopton Working Men’s Club he joined Batley Carr WMC when he came 
to Batley Carr 15 months ago.  Mr Castle served with the Mirfield Company 
during the Great War.  He joined at the same time with two brothers and went 
to France.  Neither of his brothers returned.  Married twice, Mr Castle leaves a 
widow, formerly Mrs Coulter, Batley Carr.  Also surviving are his step son Mr 
Norman Coulter, Batley Carr and two sisters Mrs Bertha Kilner and Miss Ada 
Castle both of Upper Hopton.  The funeral was at Upper Hopton Church and 
was conducted by Rev H N Myers, Vicar” 
 

 
 
Harry Castle's & Ada Jackson's wedding certificate  
15th May 1917 - St John's church Upper Hopton 
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Harry lived in Hopton Fold, shown in the photo below 
(Several years later some of the cottages were demolished)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harry in studio 
pose. 
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Military Details 
 

Attestation / Enlistment 
 

17th May 1912 

Deployment 
 

Home 17-5-1912, France 13-4-1916 to 8-
6-1918, home 9-6-1918 to 27-1-1919 
Discharged from Huddersfield war 
hospital, declared no longer fit for service 

Rank 
 

Corporal  (formerly Private) 

Medals 
 

1914-1915 Star 
British War Medal 
Victory Medal 
Meritorious Service Medal 
Silver War Badge & King's Certificate 

Regiment number 
 

580677  (formerly 3001 or 2101) 

Regiment 
 

1/5th Duke of Wellingtons (West Riding 

regiment) Transferred to the 243rd D. 

Employment Company. Labour Corps  on the 

11th May 1918  

Regimental Badge 

 
 

Discharged 
 

27th January 1919 (no longer fit for 
service) 

Cemetery or Memorial 
 

 

Age at death 49 
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Postcard from Harry Castle to Arthur Lockwood. Both Harry and Arthur 
lived on Hopton Fold. (Posted from camp at Grimsby 29 Sep 2014) 

 

Harry is laying on the floor. 
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1/5th Battalion Territorial Force 
 
14.04.1915 Mobilised for war and landed at Boulogne. 
 
12.05.1915 The formation became the 147th Brigade of the 49th Division 
which engaged in various actions on the Western Front including; 
1915 - The Battle of Auber's Ridge, The defence against the first Phosgene 
attack.  
1916 - The Battle of Albert, The Battle of Bazentin Ridge, The Battle of Pozieres 
Ridge, The Battle of Flers-Courcelette.  
1917 - Operations on the Flanders Coast (Hush), The Battle of Poelcapelle.  
30 Jan 1918 Absorbed the 2/5th Battalion to become the 5th Battalion and 
transferred to the 186th Brigade of the 62nd Division. 
1918 - The Battle of Bapaume, The First Battle of Arras 1918, The Battle of the 
Tardenois (part of the Battles of the Marne 1918), The Battle of the Scarpe, 
The Battle of the Drocourt-Queant Line, The Battle of Havrincourt, The Battle 
of the Canal du Nord, The Battle of the Selle, The capture of Solesmes, The 
Battle of the Sambre.  
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The Labour Corps of 1917-1918 

Infantry Pioneer and Labour or Works Battalions 

An early solution to the vast demand for labour was to create in each infantry 
Division a battalion that would be trained and capable of fighting as infantry, but that 
would normally be engaged on labouring work. They were given the name of 
Pioneers. They differed from normal infantry in that they would be composed of a 
mixture of men who were experienced with picks and shovels (i.e. miners, road men, 
etc) and some who had skilled trades (smiths, carpenters, joiners, bricklayers, 
masons, tinsmiths, engine drivers and fitters). A Pioneer battalion would also carry a 
range of technical stores that infantry would not. This type of battalion came into 
being with an Army Order in December 1914. In early 1916, a number of infantry 
battalions composed of men who were medically graded unfit for the fighting were 
formed for labouring work. They had only 2 officers per battalion. Twelve such 
battalions existed in June 1916. 

The Labour Corps is formed 

Formed in January 1917, the Corps grew to some 389,900 men (more than 10% of 
the total size of the Army) by the Armistice. Of this total, around 175,000 were 
working in the United Kingdom and the rest in the theatres of war. The Corps was 
manned by officers and other ranks who had been medically rated below the "A1" 
condition needed for front line service. Many were returned wounded. Labour Corps 
units were often deployed for work within range of the enemy guns, sometimes for 
lengthy periods. In April 1917, a number of infantry battalions were transferred to 
the Corps. The Labour Corps absorbed the 28 ASC Labour Companies between 
February and June 1917. Labour Corps Area Employment Companies were formed in 
1917 for salvage work, absorbing the Divisional Salvage Companies. In the crises of 
March and April 1918 on the Western Front, Labour Corps units were used as 
emergency infantry. The Corps always suffered from its treatment as something of a 
second class organisation: for example, the men who died are commemorated under 
their original regiment, with Labour Corps being secondary. Researching men of the 
Corps is made extra difficult by this, as is the fact that few records remain of the daily 
activities and locations of Corps units. 
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Military Records 
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Military Records - Discharge papers 
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Military Records - Service record - Statement for the award of the 
Silver Badge & King's certificate and being no longer fit for service. 
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Military Record - Note in section 7 - details of Medals: 1914-1915 
Star and Meritorious Service Medal 
Also note section 4 Wounded: which states gunshot wounds (GSW) 
to face, left arm and thorax. 
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Harry's Medal Card 
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Harry's Medals 

 
 

1914 - 1915 Star 
 

                       
         British War Medal     Victory Medal 
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Silver War Badge 
The Silver War Badge was issued in the United Kingdom to service personnel 
who had been honourably discharged due to wounds or sickness during World 
War I. 
It is a circular badge with the legend “For King and Empire – 
Services  Rendered” surrounding the King George V cypher.  

 

 
 
The King’s Certificate 
The award of the “King’s Certificate” and   “King’s Second Certificate” to 
officers and men respectively. They had to have been discharged under 
the  King’s Regulations “on account of disabilities contracted” following service 
overseas  in a theatre of operations “with an Expeditionary Force in the 
present  war” or “on account of disablement certified to be directly 
attributable  to the action of the enemy. Thus entitlement to the badge did  not 
necessarily entitle a man to the award of a certificate whilst those awarded a 
certificate would most certainly have been entitled to a badge. 
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The Meritorious Service Medal (MSM) is a silver medal for 
distinguished service, or for gallantry 

( The Meritorious Service Medal was instituted on 19 December 1845 for the British Army, to 
recognise meritorious service by non-commissioned officers. Recipients were also granted 
an annuity, the amount of which was based on rank. 

 During 1916–1919, army NCOs could be awarded the medal immediately for meritorious 
service in the field. They could also be awarded the medal for acts of non-combat gallantry).  
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Castle family grave St John's Churchyard Upper Hopton 
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Dewsbury Reporter 28th April 1917 
Joe, Harry and Herbert Castle are all mentioned 
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Dewsbury Reporter 16th Sept 1916 - See continuation next page 
Joe, Harry and Herbert Castle are all mentioned 
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Dewsbury Reporter 16th Sept 1916 - continued 
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Dewsbury Reporter 16th Sept 1916 - continued 
More Mirfield Men. 
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Upper Hopton Parish Magazine - See ABSENT FRIENDS 
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The photograph below shows some of the Castle family circa 1944. 

From left to right Peter Castle, John Castle, George Haigh, George 

William Castle, Herbert Sykes (walking stick), Oliver Castle (top hat). 
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The marriage certificates of Emily and Laura Kilner (Mary Ellen 
Castle's grandchildren) 
 
Note that they were both married at St John's and were still living at 16 Hopton Fold. Harry Castle 
was the witness on both occasions, their father George Henry Kilner was either not in attendance or 
chose not to be a witness. 

 
 
 

Emily Kilner's marriage to Ralph Whiteley of Cardigan Road, Thornhill Lees. 

 
 
 
 

Laura Kilner's marriage to Harry Sykes of Cottage Row (Blank 7), Upper Hopton 

 
 

  


