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Rank:  Private 

 

 

Killed in Action:  9th May 1915 

(France & Flanders) 
 

 
1/5th Battalion Duke of Wellingtons (West Riding Regiment) 
 

 

 

Summary 

James Robert Taylor's family home was in 

Dartford Kent where he was raised by his 

parents James and Mary Taylor. In 1911 he 

was a boarder with Fred & Lottie Dutton of 

Clough Terrace, Upper Hopton and working 

as a miner (Coal Hurrier). 

James was killed in action in May 1915 (age 

22) whilst serving on the Western Front with 

the Duke of Wellingtons (West Riding 

Regiment) 

James is remembered at the Rue-David 

Military Cemetery, Fleurbaix. 
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Family details 
 
Date of Birth 
 

Born in Blackheath, Bexley Heath, 
Kent 

Date of Baptism 
 

1893 

Church Baptised 
 

 

Father 
 

James 

Father's occupation 
 

Cable Finisher 

Mother 
 

Mary A 

Siblings 
 

Nellie, Florence, Amy, Alfred, Olive 

Parents residence 
 

Black Huts , Dartford, Kent 

Soldiers residence 
 

Boarding with Fred & Lottie Dutton of 
Clough Terrace, Upper Hopton.   

Soldiers Occupation 
 

Coal Hurrier Labourer Underground 
(1911) 

Married 
 

 

Spouse 
 

 

Children 
 

 

Burial / Memorial 
 

Rue-David Military Cemetery, 
Fleurbaix 

Age at death 
 

22 
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Taylor family Census 1901 
 

 
 
 

 
Jame's sister Nellie married  John Risdon, a cook’s mate on HMS Blake. 
Nellie is the Mrs N Risdon of Brook House, Tamerton Folliot, Devon 
referenced on the memorial dedication on the following pages. 
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Dutton Family Census 1911 
 

 

 
 
 

Note from the 1911 census that James is a boarder with the Dutton 
family. 
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James Robert Taylor was a boarder with the Dutton family who lived at 
Clough Terrace, Upper Hopton 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

James Robert Taylor 

Page 6 of 15 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Military Details 
 

Attestation / Enlistment 
 

 

Deployment 
 

April 1915 

Rank 
 

Private 

 
Medals 
 
 

1914-1915 Star 
British War Medal 
Victory Medal 

Regiment number 
 

2105 

Regiment 
 

1/5th Battalion Duke of Wellingtons 

(West Riding Regiment) 

Regimental Badge  
 

 

 
Killed in Action 
 

 
9th May 1915  (France & Flanders) 

Cemetery or Memorial 
 

Rue-David Military Cemetery, 
Fleurbaix 

Age at death 22 
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1 / 5th Battalion Territorial Force - Duke of Wellington's (West 
Riding) Regiment 

14 April 1915 Mobilised for war and landed at Boulogne. 

12 May 1915 The formation became the 147th Brigade of the 49th Division which 

engaged in various actions on the Western Front including: 

1915 - The Battle of Aubers Ridge, The defence against the first Phosgene attack.  

1916 - The Battle of Albert, The Battle of Bazentin Ridge, The Battle of Pozieres Ridge, The 

Battle of Flers-Courcelette.  

1917 - Operations on the Flanders Coast (Hush), The Battle of Poelcapelle.  
30 Jan 1918  
The Regiment was absorbed the 2/5th Battalion to become the 5th Battalion and 
transferred to the 186th Brigade of the 62nd Division. 

1918 - The Battle of Bapaume, The First Battle of Arras 1918, The Battle of the Tardenois 

(part of the Battles of the Marne 1918), The Battle of the Scarpe, The Battle of the Drocourt-
Queant Line, The Battle of Havrincourt, The Battle of the Canal du Nord, The Battle of the 
Selle, The capture of Solesmes, The Battle of the Sambre. 
 

James was killed in action on the 9th May 1915 (age 22) whilst serving on the 

Western Front with the 1st/5th Batt’n Duke of Wellington's (West Riding) 

Regiment and was interred at the Rue-David Military Cemetery, Fleurbaix 

The following war diaries and explanation from Scott Flaving about the 

Regiment’s movements may explain where James was, when he was killed. 
 

Explanation about the movements of the 1st/5th D.W.R.  

The following information was provided by Scott Flaving who served with the Duke of 

Wellington's Regiment and went on to become their Chief Clerk and Archivist at the 

Yorkshire Regiments RHQ: 

"It appears that James joined Capt Tom Goodall's H Coy (became D Coy in early 1915) of the 

2/5th Bn DWR in Mirfield early in the war, if he was not already in the TF. 

James was obviously transferred to the 1/5th B'n. DWR, probably while they were training at 

Doncaster prior to embarkation with 49th Division in April, 1915.  This was quite a normal 

occurrence at this time, officers from the first line units trawled the second line B'n's. to get 

Volunteers to make up their strength at this time, from accounts I have seen.  It would 

appear there were no shortage of adventurous types who wanted to get into action quickly.  

Perhaps James was one of these. 
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Fleurbaix was the sector that the various units of the Division undertook their introduction to 

trench warfare.  This area and period was apparently looked on with some fondness by those 

who survived the war.  Sadly, James was one of the few who were killed while getting used 

to the new conditions". 

 
Official War Diaries for 1st/5th Batt’n Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) 
Regiment. 
7th May 1915 – Rue Biache 
2.30pm – Conference at Battalion sent operation orders received. Orders 
postponed at 6.30pm for 24 hours New telephone wires laid. 
8th May 1915 
9pm – Moved Battalion to G.H.Q. work just South of FLEURBAIX in accordance 
with operation orders ‘C’ Company to DEEPDENE. ‘D’ Company to CROIX 
MARECHAL 
9TH May 1915 – South of FLEURBAIX 
4.45am – Artillery bombardment of enemy lines started at FROMELLES Ridge. 
Battalion in dugouts made between 3am and 5am from derelict houses. 
11.10am – Enemy shelled Fleurbaix. No. 2945 Pte. Prior slightly wounded. 
4.30pm – High Explosive shell burst among men of ‘D’ Coy cooking at CROIX 
MARECHAL. 4 killed and 4 wounded. 
Stragglers of 13th London Reg’t and East Lancs came in and stayed night 
bringing depressing and highly coloured accounts of action. 
10th May 1915 
4.35 – Nine shells fired at FLEURBAIX. Battalion still in dug out. 
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Due to the close proximity of Fleurbaix, James's grave and Auber’s Ridge it is 

possible that his Regiment were involved with the catastrophic Auber’s Ridge 

battle which coincided with the date of his death (they were possibly reserve 

troops behind the font line but still vulnerable to shelling).  

 
Aubers Ridge 
The Battle of Aubers Ridge was a British offensive on the Western Front on 9th May 1915. 
The battle was part of the British contribution to the Second Battle of Artois, a Franco-
British offensive intended to exploit the German diversion of troops to the Eastern Front. 
The French Tenth Army was to attack the German 6th Army north of Arras and capture Vimy 
Ridge, preparatory to an advance on Cambrai and Douai. The British First Army on the left 
(northern) flank of the Tenth Army, was to attack on the same day and widen the gap in the 
German defences expected to be made by the Tenth Army and to prevent German troops 
from being moved south of La Bassée canal. The battle marked the second use of 
specialist Royal Engineer tunnelling companies, when men of  173rd Tunnelling 
Company tunnelled under no man's land and planted mines under the German defences to 
be blown at zero hour. Two tunnels were dug across no man's land, a distance of 100 
metres. to plant mines weighing approximately one ton under the German front line. 
Aeroplanes were used to guide artillery fire and bomb targets in the enemy's rear. 
 

The Battle 

Intelligence about the newly strengthened German positions was not available or given 
sufficient attention. No surprise was achieved. The British bombardment was wholly 
insufficient to break the German wire and breastwork defences, or to destroy or suppress 
the front-line machine-guns. German artillery and free movement of reserves were also 
insufficiently suppressed. British artillery equipment and ammunition were in poor 
condition: the first through over-use, the second through faulty manufacture.  
 
Following the ineffectual British preliminary bombardment which started at 5.00am, the 
British army left their trenches and had to cross a relatively narrow expanse of about 100 
metres but almost immediately they came under heavy machine gun fire and in some places 
Indian and Scottish soldiers were cut down as soon as they went over the top. The British 
front line soon filled with the dead and the wounded. Those who set out into no man's land 
were cut down as they ran or impaled on the barbed wire, thus becoming an easy target for 
the German marksmen.  
 
It soon became impossible to tell where British troops were; accurate close-support artillery 
fire was impossible At 6.00am the order was given to stop the attack and hundreds of men 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Engineer_tunnelling_companies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/173rd_Tunnelling_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/173rd_Tunnelling_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining_(military)
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found themselves stuck in no-man's land and found themselves under fire from the German 
artillery.  
 

The Aftermath 

This battle was an unmitigated disaster for the British army. No ground was won and no 
tactical advantage gained. It is doubted if it had the slightest positive effect on assisting the 
main French attack 15 miles (24 km) to the south. The battle was renewed slightly to the 
south, from 15th May as the Battle of Festubert. 
 In the aftermath of the Aubers Ridge failure, the war correspondent of The Times, 
Colonel Charles à Court Repington, sent a telegram to his newspaper highlighting the lack of 
high explosive shells, using information supplied by Sir John French; The Times headline on 
14th May 1915 was: "Need for shells:  British attacks checked: Limited supply the cause: A 
Lesson From France". This precipitated a political scandal known as the Shell Crisis of 1915. 

More than 11,000 British casualties were sustained on 9th May 1915, the vast majority 
within yards of their own front-line trench. Mile for mile, Division for Division, this was one 
of the highest rates of loss during the entire war. 

 

Other than the large 
number of German 
concrete bunkers, there 
is no memorial to the 
remember the Battle at 
Auber’s Ridge. 

(Photo taken of a 
German bunker 2017) 
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James's Medal Card 
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Rue-David Military Cemetery 
 
Rue-David" (or "Rue-des-Davids") is the local name of the road running 
between La Croix-Marechal and La Boutillerie. 
 The cemetery was begun by the 2nd Royal Scots Fusiliers in December 1914 
and closed to Commonwealth burials in December 1917. At the Armistice it 
comprised Rows A to F and part of G of the present Plot I and contained 220 
graves. The cemetery was greatly enlarged after the Armistice when graves 
were brought in mainly from the neighbourhood of Aubers and Fromelles, 
including those of many of the 1st Middlesex who died at the end of October 

1914, and of the 5th 
Australian and 61st 
(South Midland) 
Divisions who died in 
July 1916.      
There are now 898 
Commonwealth burials 
and commemorations of 
the First World War in 
the cemetery. 429 of the 
burials are unidentified 
but there are special 
memorials to four 
casualties known to be 
buried among them. 
Other special memorials 
commemorate 11 
casualties buried in 
Abbey Wall Cemetery, La 
Boutillerie, whose graves 
were destroyed by shell 
fire, and six men of the 
Indian forces. The 
cemetery also contains 
ten German graves. 
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Upper Hopton Parish Magazine June 1915 
 

 
 


