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Rank:  2nd Lieutenant 

 
 

Killed in action:  7th July 

 1916  (Somme) 

 

10th Bn. Lancashire 

Fusiliers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary 

George Hebblethwaite's family home was Sheeps Ings Farm, Granny Lane, 

Mirfield where he was raised by his parents Abraham and Harriotte 

Hebblethwaite. George enlisted in the army in September 1914 direct from 

University. 

George was killed in action on the 7th July 1916 in the battle for Contalmaison 

on the Somme (age 22) whilst serving on the Western Front with the 10th B'n. 

Lancashire Fusiliers. 

George is remembered at the Thiepval Memorial in France. 
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Family details 
 
Date of Birth 
 

26th April 1894 

Date of Baptism 
 

27th May 1894 

Church Baptised 
 

St Mary's, Mirfield 

Father 
 

Abraham 

Father's occupation 
 

Farmer 

Mother 
 

Harriotte 

Siblings 
 

Sidney, John William, Benjamin, 
Ernest, Kathleen 

Parents residence 
 

Sheeps Ings Farm, Granny Lane, 
Mirfield 

Soldiers residence 
 

Above 

Soldiers Occupation 
 

University 

Married 
 

 

Spouse 
 

 

Children 
 

 

Burial / Memorial 
 

Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France 

Age at death 
 

22 
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Hebblethwaite family Census 1911 
 

 
 
 

George was born on 26th April 1894 and was the son of Abraham & 
Harriet Hebblethwaite, of Sheep Ings Farm, Lower Hopton  He was 
academically gifted and attended Mirfield Grammar School and 
Manchester University where he was admitted as an Arts Student in 
1912.  He attended the University O.T.C. (Officers Training Corps) 
between Nov. 1913 and Oct. 1914 and enlisted in the army on 7th Sept. 
1914. George is commemorated on the War Memorial in the quadrangle 
of the John Owens Building (Hulme Hall), The University of Manchester, 
Oxford Road, Manchester.   
George was 5ft 10 with a fresh complexion, dark hair and blue eyes. 
 

George is commemorated on the WW1 plaque in St Paul's church 
Mirfield. 
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Extract from F. G. Pillings pamphlet. 
I think that the oldest family in Hopton and probably Mirfield, the 
Hebblethwaites, would be connected with the coke producing business 
their land adjoined. They were good sound people and their Sheeps Ings 
farm, still intact, is a little oasis in the midst of change, all my life it has 
been  a  hive of agricultural industry, a big stack yard at harvest time, a 
picture of trim stacks properly thatched and at threshing time, buzzing 
for a week with the sound of Hamshire's threshing machine. I can see 
and hear it all now, the men carrying the full bags of corn to the granary, 

another son 
building a stack 
with the newly 
threshed bats of 
straw. The boss 
himself, 
Abraham 
Hebblethwaite 
seeing that all 
was right, he 
was the absolute 
embodiment and 
example of the 
Yeoman as you 

would picture him, a giant of a fellow in all ways, he was tall, well built, 
wore a good suit always and a blue and white spotted stock, a good 
white collar and all crowned by a box hat, he did not carry a stick as any 
little drover would, he carried a long staff and walked up the middle of 
the lane, a bit of an autocrat, not much to say, and most of all a 
gentleman, measured not by today's "Gold Standard" but by the bit of 
good breeding that showed through as it did in all the good horses and 
cattle that he kept. 
The above photo shows Abraham outside Sheeps Ings Farm with his wife 
and children. I am not sure which one of the sons is George. Kathleen is 
the babe in arms on the right. 
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Military Details 
 

Attestation / Enlistment 
 

7th September 1914 

Deployment 
 

Entered France 26th August 1915 

Rank 
 

2nd Lieutenant 

Medals 
 
 

1914-1915 Star 
British War Medal 
Victory Medal 

Regiment number 
 

 (formerly 11600 with West Riding Reg't) 

Regiment 
 

10th Bn. Lancashire Fusiliers 

 (Formerly 10th Bn. West Riding Reg’t as a 

Sergeant) 

Regimental Badge  

 
 

Killed in Action 
 

7th July 1916  (Somme) 

Cemetery or Memorial 
 

Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France 

Age at death 22 
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George's military career 

George joined the 10th Battalion Duke of Wellingtons West Riding Regiment as 

a Private on 7 Sep 1914 having spent a year as a Cadet in the Manchester 

University OTC.  He was promoted to Lance Corp 12 Oct 1914; Corporal 12 Dec 

1914 and the Sergeant 20 Mar 1915.  He received a commission as 2nd 

Lieutenant on 24 Oct 1915 and was transferred to the 10th Lancashire Fusiliers 

with whom he served at his death.   
 

George attended the University O.T.C. (Officers Training Corps) between Nov. 

1913 and Oct. 1914 and enlisted in the army on 7th Sept. 1914. George is 

commemorated on the War Memorial in the quadrangle of the John Owens 

Building (Hulme Hall), The University of Manchester, Oxford Road, 

Manchester.  George was killed at the Somme on 7 Jul 1916.  At the time of his 

death he was a 2nd Lieutenant in the 10th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers.  

 
 
10th (Service) Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 
 

15 July 1915 Mobilised for war and landed at Boulogne and the Division 
engaged in various actions on the Western Front including; 
During 1916 - The Actions of Spring 1916, The Battle of Albert, The Battle of 
Delville Wood. 
 
The Great War Forum gives the location of the 10th Battalion Lancs Fusiliers in 
July 1916 - Attack on Quadrangle Support Trench, Pearl Alley (7 July) - enemy 
in the former being unaffected by the British bombardment quickly fought off 
its attackers. On left - Pearl Alley taken and Contalmaison entered. Assault 
later driven back. Relieved and to Meaulte. Casualties 407.  George’s war 
record contains several different “eye witness” accounts of how he died and 
also a copy of a letter from his mother to his commanding officer requesting 
information (he was initially reported missing).   
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Official WW1 War Diaries for the 10th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers 

George lost his life on the 7th July 1916 and the following war diary gives 

detailed account from the 2nd to the 10th July 1916 

George was involved in action around Marlancourt which is approximately 

7km due south of Albert and 15km from Thiepval 
 

MORLANCOURT 

2nd July 1916 

March to Marlancourt. 

 

3rd July 1916 

Move up into action. 

 

4th / 5th July 1916 

On the night of 4th / 5th July SHELTER ALLEY and QUADRANGLE TRENCH were carried by two 

companies 10th Lanc. Fus., one company remaining in support at the hedge connecting 

Shelter and Bolton Woods and one in reserve at Crucifix Trench. The attacking companies 

were received with rifle and M.G. fire but rushed the trenches. 

Capt. THACKER personally reconnoitred QUADRANGLE trench almost as far as 

CONTALMAISON and established a stop in the trench. This stop was afterwards driven in. 

The position remained essentially unaltered during the 5th and 6th. 

6th July 1916 – 4pm 

During the afternoon of the 6th Lieut. Clay reconnoitred PEARL ALLEY and after a successful 

fight with some German bombers he established stops at the junction of PEARL ALLEY and 

QUADRANGLE Trench. These stops were driven in by the Germans about 10pm. 

 

7th July 1916 – 2am 

At 2am the Batt’n advanced on QUADRANGLE SUPPORT Trench having one company in 

reserve in SHELTER ALLEY. During the advance the German stops in PEARL ALLEY were cut 

off and prisoners captured.  

On nearing QUADRANGLE support trench the Batt’n was received with heavy rifle and M.G. 

fire and driven back. 

The right Company in contact with the Northumberland Fusiliers fell back to QUADRANGLE 

TRENCH. The two left Companies however managed to establish themselves in Pearl Alley  
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and held on until daybreak. Two small parties in all 30 men found themselves in 

CONTALMAISON and claimed to have destroyed 4 M.G’s. by firing into the works. They 

captured 20 prisoners and returned to their C.O’s in Pearl Alley at daylight bringing a M.G. 

lock. At about 4am a detachment of the WORCESTER Reg’t arrived in Pearl Alley to make an 

attack on CONTALMAISON but at this moment the enemy counter attacked from 

QUADRANGLE SUPPORT and from CONTALMAISON and both Regiments were driven back 

into QUADRANGLE Trench. 

7th July 1916 - 8 am 

The situation remained unchanged during and after the attack by the W.R.Reg’t and the 

Manchester Reg’t. 

7th July 1916 - 10.00am 

Lt.Col.Wade, 10th Lan. Fus., went to QUADRANGLE Trench and found the trench containing 

W.R.Reg’t, Manchester and 10th L.F. considerably mixed.   

The Northumberland Fus. were more to the right. At this time the enemy were making 

bombing attacks from CONTALMAISON and bombers of all corps were sent to repel them 

which was successfully done. 

7th July 1916 - 12 Noon 

About midday an attack was made on CONTALMAISON by the Welsh Reg’t and Lieut. PRATT 

of that Reg’t sending back to say their two companies of that Regiment holding on to the 

edge of the village but unable to advance for want of support, the reserve company 

Lanc.Fus. from SHELTER Trench and a large number of Welsh and Worcesters from the same 

trench were sent up.  The village I understand was carried. 

7th July 1916 - 5pm 

The Batt’n was relieved by the South Staffords and SHERWOOD Foresters. 

Moving to MEAULTE  

 

8TH July 

Move to VILLE. 

10th July  

REINCOURT 
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A letter from George's mother asking for information about her 
son. 
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Telegram to George's family informing them that he was killed in 
action 
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See below three images which give three different accounts of how 
poor George Hebblethwaite met his end. 
 
 
1. Evening of the 3rd - 4th July 1916 - Shrapnel in the eye  
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2. 7th - 14th July 1916 - Machine gun fire 
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3. Shell hole and stretcher bearers. 
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George's Medal Card 
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George's Medals 

 
 

1914 - 1915 Star 
 

                       
         British War Medal     Victory Medal 
 

  

  
 
 
Thiepval Memorial 
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The Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme battlefields bears the 
names of 72,194 officers and men of the United Kingdom and South African 
forces.These men died in the Somme battle sector before 20th March 1918 
and have no known grave. The date of 20th March was the day before the 
German Army launched a large-scale offensive, codenamed “Operation 
Michael”, against the British Army Front in the sector of the Somme.Over 90 
percent of those commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial died in the 1916 
Battles of the Somme between July and November 1916. 
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Upper Hopton Parish Magazine August 1916 
 

 
 

 


