World War 1 - Upper Hopton Village

Dyson Whitfield

Rank: Rifleman

Killed in Action: 10th October
1916 (France)

18th Bn., King's Royal Rifle
Corps

Summary

Dyson Whitfield's family home was Gosling Hall Farm, Upper Hopton where he
lived with his parents William and Mary Hannah.

His ocupation was as a Motor Driver’s Assistant.

Dyson joined the King's Royal Rifle Corps on the 19" August 1915. He was
killed in action in October 1916 (age 22) whilst serving on the Western Front

(Somme) with the King's Royal Rifle Corp.

Dyson is remembered at the Thiepval Memorial in France.
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Dyson Whitfield

Family details
Date of Birth

Date of Baptism
Church Baptised
Father

Father's occupation

Mother

Siblings

Parents residence
Soldiers residence
Soldiers Occupation
Married

Spouse

Children

Burial / Memorial

Age at death
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26th May 1894

6th February 1895

Christ the King, Battyeford
William

Canal Boatman & Pleasure Resort
Proprietor.

(When William moved to Gosling Hall
he became a Farmer)

Mary Hannah

Annie, Gladys, Eunice, Gertie,
Leonora, Lister

Colne Bridge near Bradley (1911)
Later Gosling Hall Farm

Above

Motor driver’s assistant

No

Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France
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Dyson Whitfield

Whitfield family Census 1911

Dyson's brother Lister and sister Leonora were born after the 1911 census.
Lister was born Oct to Dec 1912 and Leonora born Oct to Dec 1916.

On the 1st February 1919 Annie Whitfield (19) married Clifford Windsor (23) at St John's
Church Upper Hopton.

Dyson was born Earlsheaton lived in Mirfield. At his Attestation he gave his address as
Wheatley Terrace, Colne Bridge, Bradley, Nr Huddersfield. His trade was shown as a motor
drivers assistant. Dyson's plaque and scroll were delivered to his father William Whitfield
at Gosling Hall, Hopton, Mirfield. His personal belongings were also delivered to Gosling
Farm March 1917.

Dyson's mother Mary Hannah died 3rd July 1947 age 76 and his father William died
1st October 1952 age 82.
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Dyson Whitfield

Advert from the Batley News 12 June 1915

Spring Grove Pleasure Gardens,
" Bradley, Near Huddersfield

Ten minntes’ walk from Bradley Car Terminas, )
" n " Pear Tree Inn, Battyeford/»

_ NOW OPEN DAILY,
Children’s Paradise Holiday Camp

ang Boats, Aerial anht. Bhooting Range, Houp La, Donkey Rides,
and -Other A ons.

BOY SCOUTS, SCHOOLS and PICNIC PARTIES
SPECIALLY CATERED FOR.-

Teas and Refreshments at Moderate Prices. -

DANCING SALOON. st
~ Classes Every Sltardty 7=30 p.m. &

Dyson’s father’s Personal Occupation in the 1911 census is given as a “Canal
Boatman & Pleasure Resort Proprietor” and the associated Industry or Service

as “Pleasure Gardens Proprietor”.
The above advert probably shows William Dyson’s business before moving

with his family to Gosling Farm, Upper Hopton and becoming a farmer.
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Dyson Whitfield

Military Details

Attestation / Enlistment
Deployment
Rank

Medals

Regiment number
Regiment

Regimental Badge

Killed in Action
Cemetery or Memorial

Age at death
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August 1915
April 1916
Rifleman

British War Medal
Victory Medal

C/6919

18th Bn., King's Royal Rifle Corps

10th October 1916
(France)
Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France

22



World War 1 - Upper Hopton Village

Dyson Whitfield

Dewsbury Reporter Saturday 11th November 1916

| WALWAYS CHEERFUL AND WILLING.”

MIRFIELD SOLDIER KILLED WHILST
SIGNALLING.

Mr. and Mrs. Whitfields of Gosling Hall
Farm, Hopton, Mirfield, have been notified of
the death in action of
their son, Pte. Dyson
Whitfield, who joined
the King's Royal Rifles
in August, 1015, and
had been serving in
Trance since April.
Pte., Whitfield, . who
was 22 vears of age, at-
tended the Battyeford
Primitive  Methodist
Church, and was a very
popular and much re-
spected young man. A
letter has been received
from Lieut. Russell, in
which he says:—*" 1 re-
gret to inform you of
the death of'your =on,

Pte. D. Whitfield, E:R.R, Dyson, who was killed

Mirfleld (killed). on l(l)ct%bler Tth ll)ly a

. shell whilst signalling.
His mates as well as my}eFf feel it very much as
he was always cheerful and willing to help, and
we shall miss him very muech. You have our
deepest sympathy in your loss.” LU |
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Dyson Whitfield

18th (Service) Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps

3 May1916 Mobilised for war and landed at Havre and engaged in various
actions on the Western Front including;

During 1916

The Battle of Flers-Courcelette, The Battle of the Transloy Ridges.

During 1917

The Battle of Messines, The Battle of Pilkem Ridge, The Battle of the Menin
Road, Operations on the Flanders coast

Nov 1917 Moved to Italy to strengthen the Italian resistance.

Mar 1918 Returned to France and once again engaged in various actions on
the Western Front including;

During 1918

The Battle of St Quentin, The Battle of Bapaume, The Battle of Arras, The
Battles of the Lys, The Advance in Flanders, The Battle of Ypres, The Battle of
Courtrai, The action of Ooteghem.

11.11.1918 Ended the war in Belgium, Nukerke south of Audenarde.

As Dyson was killed in action on the 10th October 1916 it is likely that it was
in the Battle of Flers-Courcelette or The Battle of the Transloy Ridges on the
Somme.

The Military Attestation Form
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}oﬂ@;u. i SANPED L s Swenna o [V
i 72455

{47! W 9669—1073 300m 12004 T, & W, e ) 0 ———"\rmy Form B. 2503,
e ol Sin ‘
Y I i
o~ "
: HORT SERVICE.
(For the Duration of the War.) i

ATTES ATION OF
No. /"‘ /! Name,& Corps /K-JWW y
./_ ?Jo—wk_..., ps |

Questions to be put to the Recruit hefore enlistment

1. What is your Name ?
(
2. What is your full Address?

3. Are you a British Subject ?

4+ What is your Age?

5. What is vour Trade or Calling ?
6. Are you Married ?

7. Have you ever served in any branch of lln \la;ul\ s Forces, nmnl or }

military, if s0,* state particulars
7A. Have you truly stated the \\llolc. if any, of your previous service ?

8. Are you willing to be vaccinated or re-vaccinated ?

9. Are you willing to be enlisted for General Service

| .“.mw Y

{ Corps....

....................

10. Did you receive a Notice, and do you understand its ) 10.
meaning, and who gave it to you ? ) +

11, Are you willing to serve upon the following conditions provided His Majesty
should s long require vour services ¢

{
For the duration of the War, at the end of which vou will be discharged with all - 11,
conveaient speed, 1€ employed with Hospitals, depots of Mounted Units, and as Clerks, ete., you
may be ref cr the termin: um of hostilitics until your services can be spared, but such

retention shall in no case excecd six hs /
" 4

—
I,. '8 >V do solemnly declare that the above answers
made by me to thdabove questions are mn n(l that Tam \\lllm). to fulfil llu engagements made.,

..,/&777 %Z‘/ ______ SIGNATURE OF RECRUIT-
— Xy L 00 e Signature of Wiliess,
OATH 1g7 BE PAKEN BY RECRUIT ON ATTESTATION. }

wear by Amighty God, that 1 will be faithful
lml that 1 will, s in duty bound, honestly
all enemies, and will observe
et cver me. So help me God.

1.4(!3/___ Y,
and bear true AUgiance to His )

sty King George the Fifth, His Heirs and Suc
and faithfully defend His Majesty, His Iluh and Successors, in Person, Crown, and xhg

and obey all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, and of the Generals and Office

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OFFICER.

The Recruit above named was cautioned by me that if he made any fulse answer to any of the above questions he would
be h.lblc to be punished - prov ided in the Army Act,

ove quest s then read 1o the Reeruit in my presence.
taken care that he understands cach question, and that his answer to each question hasbeen ilyntere
ﬁ gi.
to, and the said Recruit hgs made and si;,nz he declaration apd taken the oath before nu at
/.
gt 191 5 {

(/(\Ig:mluu of the Justico e J3 "

on this I’ dav of

t Certificate of Approving Officer.
1 certify that this Attestation of the above-pamed Reeruit is correct, and propg‘;l\ hUul up, and that the required fogms appear
to have been complicd with, 1 accordingly approve, and appoint him to the I o Rl AV I :/: ¥

If enlisted by special authority, Army Form B. 203 (or other authority for the enlistment) will be .‘lluclu. lullwwlgum/
attestation,

Vol

W
Im'/n’r‘

. 18th 8. B. K R.R. CORPs,

Date___L Li] 0 S oy L’ﬁ

Place.

g

¥ The
+ Here insert

ature of the A\pproving Oilicer is to be affixed in the prn«nqe of the Recruil,
the ™ Corps ™ for which the Recruit has been enlisted, ’ s ew

his Certificate of Rischarge and Certiii-
>

If so, the Recruit is to be nsked the particulars of his former service, and to produce, if posml\
vate vl Character, which should be - :turned to him conspicuously endorsed in redink, as follows, vi:
re-enlisted in the (Regis on the (Date),

e

L . e Naa : S N e 4
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Dyson Whitfield

Army Casualty Form reporting Dyson's death

! 92431.—W6490'1535.~-2,000,000~]. . K. & Co., Ltd.—Forms B. 103/1. : Army Form B 103.-
Casualty Form—Actwe Service. ;

Regiment or Corps._

Regimental No.%ifz'_ Rank__#/ A Name _:4‘/;7’“ & 7“"’%’///
Enlisted (a) €Z:£: /5" Terms of Service (a) xd}’,// £@2-" Service reckons from (a) .-.’..f_.:,_ﬁi_ff__

Date of promotion l .. Dateofappointment| =  Numerical position on |
to present rank | to lance rank | roll of N.C.Os. J
Extended.- ————— Re-engaged——______ Qualification (9) T
Report Record of promotions, 1eductions, transfers, I
. Sy — | ~ L"-l(:lu, ll“:. ‘l‘(‘:".'u i ¥ active service, as l{‘ I““k'{

reported on Army Form B, 213, Army Form Place Date ‘ I\tken 1;um \n{|) Form B, 213,
Ao 36, or in other official documents, The rmy  Form A7 86, o other

From whom ’
authority to be quoted in each case. oflicial documents.

@ )
| received

Endk'd .~ 25 16
- 70-16 -
Moo (0C.6n | Kipled o Melow 1 M 20510 OR

%
v
LH*) t
L v
MAJOR, ®

0. i/c Reqular Infy Section No, 2 :
G. 1. Q. 2:d Echeion,

(@) 1o the f & man who has re-e: for, or enlisted into Section D, Army Ri
(;r) .-l ‘?::: lfu-.. g‘b‘h‘ has {o -u@ :“ mdul —orties D, y“r-m uninuhn of such re-engagement or ealistment will be entered. p.1.0.

xcomet st .
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War Office - Personal Effects form.

819 W1325—7152 50,000 5/16 HWV(P94/1) H16/744
12546—H2947 150,000 - 1/17 Z

MEMORANDUM FOR ™~

.The Ofticer in charge of 0 /e(%@ Records,

Any further comnunication on this WAR OFFICE,
subject 'should be addressed to :—

Effects—Form 118a.

PArk Burnpinas,
The Secretary, . S :
War Ofiicey : T. JAMES'S PARK,

Park Buildings, %
St. James's Park, LONDON, S.W,,

London, S.W.,

and the following number quoted. l//dlM,@{ . 1917 .A
. E/?—???S’l// (Accounts 4.)

Will you please note that any articles of personal property now

in your possession or subsequently received by you belonging to the late

4o Clgrp RiateBpin M histo i
1EH. Suttatlons

should be despatched to:—

gl o
| o £ =
Any medals granted to the deceased that'dre now n your
possession or that- may hereafter reach you should be disposed

Of, to :— a-é‘e_ A .

M\A

Assistant Financial Secretary.
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Form sent with the Plaque and Scroll

o
- e 3 2
b :
. i
. f J
] |
4 T B
5 n:.' | ]
From_ __ ¥ : ¥ A ! : |
T A - | 1
J ] @ <
A4 g ?'i‘ it *\l
— ” A i ] ~ >3/ o
SR i ) = 7 / | |
' =z g 'S |
o} wow f-am
e ~ s = | 3'
(=} (5} 1 i
i 8 g
¥ ) i |
% & I !
" - x 2 % o ]
rhy" . Y8 &8 j
. Py ik |
? i F ik ) ' ! €8 :
o 28
| BlErou— @
23 3
* ]
-8 4
+ In order that I may be enabled to dispose of the % 5 2
¥ (=] 9%
“plaque and scroll in commemoration of the soldior named E -E §
. ] g M
overleaf in accordance with the wishes of His Majesty the g o _g» J
w £ = i
. Z -
King, T have to request that the requisite information oz g % :
-3 ‘
- regurding the soldier's relatives now living may be fur- o 8 4
A ;bg a2
. ” TR (7] < B
nished on the form overleaf in striet accordance with the ¢ & )

s
i
instructions printed thereon, 1

[

The declaration thercon shéuld be sig;nwl in )au‘g own

handywriting and the form should be returned to me when

+ certified by a Minister or Magistrate.

o
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Dyson's Medal card

WHLTFIELD

“ /%/ﬁb |

Theatre of \\u fir=

Date of entry th rein

Correspondence,

A d:i ress.

(974h4—14a) Wt W 3347—H.P 6451 2000m. 10/19 H.St. Est. 5450/1258

Dyson's Medals
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Dyson hitfield

Victory Medal

Thiepval memorial

On 1 July 1916, supported by a French attack to the south, thirteen divisions of
Commonwealth forces launched an offensive on a line from north of Gommecourt to
Maricourt. Despite a preliminary bombardment lasting seven days, the German
defences were barely touched and the attack met unexpectedly fierce resistance.
Losses were catastrophic and with only minimal advances on the southern flank, the
initial attack was a failure. In the following weeks, huge resources of manpower and
equipment were deployed in an attempt to exploit the modest successes of the first
day. However, the German Army resisted tenaciously and repeated attacks and
counter attacks meant a major battle for every village, copse and farmhouse gained.
At the end of September, Thiepval was finally captured. The village had been an
original objective of 1 July. Attacks north and east continued throughout October and
into November in increasingly difficult weather conditions. The Battle of the Somme
finally ended on 18 November with the onset of winter.

In the spring of 1917, the German forces fell back to their newly prepared defences,
the Hindenburg Line, and there were no further significant engagements in the
Somme sector until the Germans mounted their major offensive in March 1918.

The Thiepval Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, bears the names
of more than 72,000 officers and men of the United Kingdom and South African
forces who died in the Somme sector before 20 March 1918 and have no known
grave. Over 90% of those commemorated died between July and November 1916.
The memorial also serves as an Anglo-French Battle Memorial in recognition of the
joint nature of the 1916 offensive and a small cemetery containing equal numbers of
Commonwealth and French graves lies at the foot of the memorial.
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In Memory of

Rifleman

Dyson Whitfield

C/6919, 18th Bn., King's Royal Rifle Corps who died on 10 October 1916

Remembered with Honour
Thiepval Memorial

1' A
D‘A'V . ‘\‘ -,‘
=

g R

HITENMAN €.
GETEIELD. Dy
TTLNL"W 9 »:t- '

o5 49;9;:!!{9& 7,

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Dyson's name inscribed on the Thiepval memorial (photo taken by Philip
Tolson 2014).

3 ‘HEJzE ARE RECORB
. NAMES OF OFFIC
& AND. MEN OF TH
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Dyson family grave St John's Churchyard, Upper Hopton

Page 16 of 20



World War 1 - Upper Hopton Village

Dyson Whitfield

Dyson family grave St John's Churchyard, Upper Hopton
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Humorous notes by Dyson's sister Eunice reminiscing about Upper
Hopton school and Gosling Hall (Eunice was 12 years younger than

Dyson)
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Humorous notes by Dyson's sister Eunice reminiscing about Upper
Hopton school and Gosling Hall (Eunice was 12 years younger than
Dyson)
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Humorous notes by Dyson's sister Eunice reminiscing about Upper
Hopton school and Gosling Hall (Eunice was 12 years younger than
Dyson)
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