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Rank:  Rifleman 

 

Killed in Action:  10th October 

 1916  (France )  

 

18th Bn., King's Royal Rifle 

Corps 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary 

Dyson Whitfield's family home was Gosling Hall Farm, Upper Hopton where he  

lived with his parents William and Mary Hannah. 

His ocupation was as a Motor Driver’s Assistant. 

 

Dyson joined the King's Royal Rifle Corps on the 19th August 1915. He was 

killed in action in October 1916 (age 22) whilst serving on the Western Front 

(Somme) with the King's Royal Rifle Corp. 

 

Dyson is remembered at the Thiepval Memorial in France. 
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Family details 
 
Date of Birth 
 

26th May 1894 

Date of Baptism 
 

6th February 1895 

Church Baptised 
 

Christ the King, Battyeford 

Father 
 

William 

Father's occupation 
 

Canal Boatman & Pleasure Resort 
Proprietor.  
(When William moved to Gosling Hall  
he became a Farmer) 

Mother 
 

Mary Hannah 

Siblings 
 

Annie, Gladys, Eunice, Gertie, 
Leonora, Lister 

Parents residence 
 

Colne Bridge near Bradley (1911) 
Later Gosling Hall Farm 

Soldiers residence 
 

Above 

Soldiers Occupation 
 

Motor driver’s assistant 

Married 
 

No 

Spouse 
 

 

Children 
 

 

Burial / Memorial 
 

Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France 

Age at death 
 

22 
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Whitfield family Census 1911 
Dyson's brother Lister and sister Leonora were born after the 1911 census. 
Lister was born Oct to Dec 1912 and Leonora born Oct to Dec 1916.  
 
On the 1st February 1919 Annie Whitfield (19) married Clifford Windsor (23) at St John's 
Church Upper Hopton. 
 

Dyson was born Earlsheaton lived in Mirfield. At his Attestation he gave his address as 
Wheatley Terrace, Colne Bridge, Bradley, Nr Huddersfield. His trade was shown as a motor 
drivers assistant.    Dyson's plaque and scroll were delivered to his father William Whitfield 
at Gosling Hall, Hopton, Mirfield. His personal belongings were also delivered to Gosling 
Farm March 1917. 
 

Dyson's mother Mary Hannah died 3rd July 1947 age 76 and his father William died  
1st October 1952 age 82. 
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Advert from the Batley News 12 June 1915 

Dyson’s father’s Personal 0ccupation in the 1911 census is given as a “Canal 
Boatman & Pleasure Resort Proprietor” and the associated Industry or Service 
as “Pleasure Gardens Proprietor”. 
The above advert probably shows William Dyson’s business before moving 
with his family to Gosling Farm, Upper Hopton and becoming a farmer. 
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Military Details 
 

Attestation / Enlistment 
 

August 1915 

Deployment 
 

April 1916 

Rank 
 

Rifleman 

Medals 
 

British War Medal 
Victory Medal 

 
Regiment number 
 

 
C/6919 

Regiment 
 

18th Bn., King's Royal Rifle Corps 

Regimental Badge  

 
 

Killed in Action 
 

10th October 1916  
(France) 

Cemetery or Memorial 
 

Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France 

Age at death 22 
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Dewsbury Reporter Saturday 11th November 1916 
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18th (Service) Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps 
 

3 May1916 Mobilised for war and landed at Havre and engaged in various 
actions on the Western Front including; 
During 1916 
The Battle of Flers-Courcelette, The Battle of the Transloy Ridges.  
During 1917 
The Battle of Messines, The Battle of Pilkem Ridge, The Battle of the Menin 
Road, Operations on the Flanders coast 
Nov 1917 Moved to Italy to strengthen the Italian resistance. 
Mar 1918 Returned to France and once again engaged in various actions on 
the Western Front including; 
During 1918 
The Battle of St Quentin, The Battle of Bapaume, The Battle of Arras, The 
Battles of the Lys, The Advance in Flanders, The Battle of Ypres, The Battle of 
Courtrai, The action of Ooteghem.  
11.11.1918 Ended the war in Belgium, Nukerke south of Audenarde. 
 

 

As Dyson was killed in action on the 10th October 1916 it is likely that it was 

in the Battle of Flers-Courcelette or The Battle of the Transloy Ridges on the 

Somme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Military Attestation Form 
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Army Casualty Form reporting Dyson's death 
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War Office - Personal Effects form. 
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Form sent with the Plaque and Scroll 
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Dyson's Medal card 

 

 

Dyson's  Medals 
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Thiepval memorial 
 

On 1 July 1916, supported by a French attack to the south, thirteen divisions of 

Commonwealth forces launched an offensive on a line from north of Gommecourt to 

Maricourt. Despite a preliminary bombardment lasting seven days, the German 

defences were barely touched and the attack met unexpectedly fierce resistance. 

Losses were catastrophic and with only minimal advances on the southern flank, the 

initial attack was a failure. In the following weeks, huge resources of manpower and 

equipment were deployed in an attempt to exploit the modest successes of the first 

day. However, the German Army resisted tenaciously and repeated attacks and 

counter attacks meant a major battle for every village, copse and farmhouse gained. 

At the end of September, Thiepval was finally captured. The village had been an 

original objective of 1 July. Attacks north and east continued throughout October and 

into November in increasingly difficult weather conditions. The Battle of the Somme 

finally ended on 18 November with the onset of winter. 
 

In the spring of 1917, the German forces fell back to their newly prepared defences, 

the Hindenburg Line, and there were no further significant engagements in the 

Somme sector until the Germans mounted their major offensive in March 1918. 
 

The Thiepval Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, bears the names 

of more than 72,000 officers and men of the United Kingdom and South African 

forces who died in the Somme sector before 20 March 1918 and have no known 

grave. Over 90% of those commemorated died between July and November 1916. 

The memorial also serves as an Anglo-French Battle Memorial in recognition of the 

joint nature of the 1916 offensive and a small cemetery containing equal numbers of 

Commonwealth and French graves lies at the foot of the memorial. 

  

Victory Medal British War Medal 
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Dyson's name inscribed on the Thiepval memorial (photo taken by Philip 

Tolson 2014). 
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Dyson family grave St John's Churchyard, Upper Hopton 
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Dyson family grave St John's Churchyard, Upper Hopton 
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Humorous notes by Dyson's sister Eunice reminiscing about Upper 
Hopton school and Gosling Hall    (Eunice was 12 years younger than 
Dyson) 
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Humorous notes by Dyson's sister Eunice reminiscing about Upper 
Hopton school and Gosling Hall    (Eunice was 12 years younger than 
Dyson) 
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Humorous notes by Dyson's sister Eunice reminiscing about Upper 
Hopton school and Gosling Hall    (Eunice was 12 years younger than 
Dyson) 

 

 
 


