
World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

Arthur Fisher 

Page 1 of 14 
 

 
Rank:  Private 

 

 

Lost his life:  20th May 1918 

(France & Flanders) 
 

 
2nd Battalion Duke of Wellington's 
(West Riding Regiment) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary 

Arthur Fisher's family home was Chapel Hill, Upper Hopton where he lived with 

his brother Ernest and his parents Alfred and Martha Hannah Fisher. 

In 1911 his ocupation was as a Yarn Piercer. 

Arthur lost his life in May 1918 (age 20) whilst serving on the Western Front 

with the Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment). 

Arthur is remembered at the Pernes, British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. 
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Family details 
 
Date of Birth 
 

29th October 1897 

Date of Baptism 
 

28th November 1897 

Church Baptised 
 

St John's Upper Hopton 

Father 
 

Alfred 

Father's occupation 
 

Coal mine - Hewer 

Mother 
 

Martha Hannah 

Siblings 
 

Ernest 

Parents residence 
 

Chapel Hill, Upper Hopton 

Soldiers residence 
 

Above 

Soldiers Occupation 
 

Yarn Piercer (1911) 

Married 
 

 

Spouse 
 

 

Children 
 

 

Burial / Memorial 
 

Pernes, British Cemetery, Pas de 
Calais, France 

Age at death 
 

20 
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Fisher family Census 1911 
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Arthur lived on Chapel Hill 
(The cottages were later demolished in the 1930's) 
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Military Details 
 

Attestation / Enlistment 
 

 

Deployment 
 

April 1915 

Rank 
 

Private 

 
Medals 
 
 

British War Medal 
Victory Medal 

Regiment number 
 

235284 

Regiment 
 

2nd Battalion Duke of Wellington's 

(West Riding Regiment) 

Regimental Badge 

 
 

 

Killed in Action 
 

20th May 1918  (France & Flanders) 

Cemetery or Memorial 
 

Pernes, British Cemetery, Pas de 
Calais, France 

Age at death 20 
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2nd Battalion Duke of Wellington Regiment 

 
1914  
The Battle of Mons and subsequent retreat, The Battle of Le Cateau and the 
Affair of Crepy-en-Valois, The Battle of the Marne, The Battle of the Aisne, The 
Battles of La Bassee and Messines 1914, The First Battle of Ypres.  
1915 
 The Second Battle of Ypres and the Capture of Hill 60. 
14.01.1916 Transferred to the 12th Brigade of the 4th Division. 
1916 
 The Battle of Albert, The Battle of Le Transloy.  
1917 
 The First Battle of the Scarpe, The Third Battle of the Scarpe, The Battle of 
Polygon Wood, The Battle of Broodseinde, The Battle of Poelcapelle, The First 
Battle of Passchendaele.  
10.02.1918 Transferred to the 10th Brigade of the 4th Division; 
1918 
 The First Battle of Arras 1918, The Battle of Hazebrouck, The Battle of 
Bethune, The Advance in Flanders, The Battle of the Scarpe, The Battle of 
Drocourt-Queant, The Battle of the Canal du Nord, The Battle of the Selle, The 
Battle of Valenciennes.  
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Official War diaries of 2nd Battalion Duke of Wellington’s (West 

Riding) Regiment – 4th Division 

 
Arthur Fisher lost his life on the 20th May 1918 whilst his Regiment was near the French 

village of Riez du Vinage.  Riez du Vinage is approximately 10km due north of Bethune and 

8km due east of the Battalions previous position at L’Ecleme. 

Pernes Cemetary where he was laid to rest is approximately 20km south-west of Riez du 

Vinage. 

The diary extract below shows that the regiment was at Pacout Wood on the 10th to the 15th 

May and moved to L’Ecleme on the 15th May 1918. 

The Battalion then moved to Riez du Vinage on the 20th May. 

 

PACOUT WOOD 

10th May 1918 

Enemy gassed all back areas very heavily but quiet on forward areas. Regimental Aid post hit 

with a gas shell. The M.O. (Lt. Brown R.A.M.C) and all personnel gassed. 

11th May 1918 

Holding the line. Quiet day. 

12th May 1918 

Holding the line. Enemy in the wood very quiet. Very little shelling. 

13th May 1918 

Holding the line. Enemy in the wood very quiet. Improving the defences. 

14th May 1918 

Holding the line. Enemy in the wood very quiet. Improving the defences. 

15th May 1918 

Enemy identification required. Small raid done by ‘C’ Coy. at 8.30am 1. N.C.O. (CPL PHOLEY) 

and 6 men dashed over the drive at about Q.33.d.y.y. and came upon an unoccupied enemy 

post. Pushing further ahead and slightly to the left they came across a post occupied by 3 of 

the enemy. One ran away, the other two surrendered. The raiding party then came back. 

During this operation which lasted 4 minutes the enemy were kept down by intense 

concentration of LEWIS GUN FIRE on both flanks of the raided posts. Prisoners belonged to 

the 5th R.I.R. and were a N.C.O. and a musketeer, both were of fairly good physique. 

The Batt’n relieved by 1st HAMPSHIRE REG’T and proceeded to L’ECLEME. 
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L’ECLEME 

16th May 1918 

Batt’n cleaning up, bathing, etc. CAPT. D.G.R.BILHAM awarded the M.C.  9306 SGT. 

J.W.Bourne, 36094 CPL. P.C.TUSTIN and 9488 SGT. J.R.OGDEN awarded the D.C.M. 

17th May 1918 

Reorganisation of sections etc. changing Details. B & D COYS. Sent forward to positions on 

CANAL BANK P.36.b and Q.1.a. 

18th May 1918 

Quiet day. Batt’n resting. System of training light enough to serve the men but necessary 

parts gone into. 1st day Bathing and thoroughly cleaning up. Scrubbing equipment – clothing 

other - Inspection 

2nd thorough inspection by camp officers – Close order drill and preliminary musketry – 3rd 

day physical drill. Close order drill preliminary musketry, grouping and rapid firing practices 

on ranges  

- 4th day small outpost scheme to bring out points of transmission of information of fact re 

lectures on orders sanitation (1/2 day only). 

19th May 1918 

DIVINE SERVICE in the morning. CEREMONIAL Parade for presentation of MEDAL RIBBONS in 

the afternoon by CORPS COMMANDER ( LT.GEN. THOMAS MORLAND). Battalion relieved 

the 1st KINGS OWN in the LEFT BRIGADE SECTOR, CENTRE BATT. SUB. SECTOR. 2nd SEAFORTH 

HIGHLANDERS on the left and 1st ROYAL WARWICKSHIRE REGT on the right. Trenches in area 

Q.25.b & d. and Q.26.a.b. &c. Bn. H.Q. Q.31.a.05.50. 

 

RIEZ du VINAGE AREA 

20th May 1918 

Battalion holding the line. Trench system busy day. 2nd LT. LAWE rejoins from hospital. 
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Arthur's Medal Card 
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Arthur's Medals 
 

                       
         British War Medal     Victory Medal 
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Pernes, British Cemetery 

The cemetery was not begun until April 1918 when the 1st and 4th Canadian 
Casualty Clearing Stations came to Pernes, driven back by the German 
advance. In May, the 6th and 22nd Clearing Stations arrived and in August, 
they were joined by the 13th. Almost all the burials were made by these units, 
but a few of 
the graves 
were brought 
into the 
cemetery 
after the 
Armistice 
(Graves 2 to 
13 in Plot VI, 
Row C, were 
brought from 
the small 
British 
Cemeteries of 
Anvin and 
Wavrans). 
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Arthurs death was reported in the Dewsbury Reporter on the 15th 
June 1918. 
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Upper Hopton Parish Magazine June 1917 
(note comments about Arthur) 

 

 


