World War 1 - Upper Hopton Village

Alfred John Robert Tennison

Rank: Private Reg. No. 202337

Killed in Action: 28th November 1917
(France)

14th (Service) Bn, Highland Light Infantry
Summary

Alfred John Robert Tennison's family home was Jackroyd Lane, Upper Hopton
where he lived with his parents James Clark and Jane Elizabeth Tennison.
Alfred was killed in action in November 1917 (age 19) whilst serving on the
Western Front with the Highland Light Infantry.

The capture of Bourlon Wood, 23 — 28 November 1917

German troops had been driven from the wood, the enemy switched all of his
artillery onto it. Battalions in the wood were wiped out. Three companies of
the 14th Highland Light Infantry miraculously penetrated to the far side of
Bourlon but were cut off ': ,/
and gradually annihilated.
And it began to snow. The
weary troops settled into
the newly-won positions.
Notre Dame. November and
units were ordered to
consolidate.

It was on the 28 November
that Alfred J R Tennison lost
his life.

Alfred is remembered at the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, France.
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Family details
Date of Birth

Date of Baptism
Church Baptised
Father

Father's occupation
Mother

Siblings

Parents residence
Soldiers residence
Soldiers Occupation
Married

Spouse

Children

Burial / Memorial

Age at death

Jan 1898

6th October 1898

Methodist New Connexion Chapel
James Clark

( Died 23rd December 1916)
Malster

Jane Elizabeth

James W A, Rose G E

Trinity Street (1911),

Jackroyd Lane (1916)

Above

School (1911)

Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, Dept
Du Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, Panel 10
19
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Tennison family 1911 Census

Page 3 of 12



World War 1 - Upper Hopton Village

Alfred John Robert Tennison

Military Details

Attestation / Enlistment

Deployment

Rank Private

Medals British War Medal
Victory Medal

Regiment number 202337

Regiment 14th (Service) Bn, Highland Light
Infantry

Regimental Badge

Killed in Action 28th November 1917

Cemetery or Memorial Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, Dept
Du Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, Panel 10

Age at death 19
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14th (Service) Battalion, Highland Light Infantry

June 1916 mobilised for war and landed in France and engaged in various
actions on the Western Front including;

During 1916 They went to the front line near Loos and were later in action in
The Battle of the Ancre on the Somme.

During 1917 They saw action during the German retreat to the Hindenburg
Line. The capture of Fifteen Ravine, Villers Plouich, Beaucamp and La
Vacquerie, The Cambrai Operations, including the capture of Bourlon Wood.

Battle of Cambrai

20 November — 30 December 1917: the Cambrai operations. A British attack,
originally conceived as a very large scale raid, that employed new artillery
techniques and massed tanks. Initially very successful with large gains of ground
being made, but German reserves brought the advance to a halt. Ten days later, a
German counter-attack regained much of the ground. Ultimately a disappointing
and costly outcome

Dawning of a new era: tanks

If the secret concentration of a large number of guns was impressive, the assembly of 476
tanks possibly surpassed it, although when running in low gear at low engine speed, the new
Mark IV version tanks, although just as heavy, slow and difficult to manoeuvre as their
predecessors, were remarkably quiet. Even so, aircraft flew up and down the area on 18 and
19 November as a ruse to mask the sound as the tanks moved up.

Successful though the day was, with an advance three to four miles deep into a strong
system of defence in little over four hours at a cost of just over 4000 casualties, it was on 20
November that things began to go wrong, leading inexorably to failure ten days later. Third
Army failed to fulfil its objectives, notably that the cavalry had been unable to push through
a gap and encircle Cambrai itself. Nowhere had the German line been convincingly
penetrated, and the key Bourlon ridge, dominant of the northern half of the battlefield,

Page 5 of 12



World War 1 - Upper Hopton Village

Alfred John Robert Tennison

remained firmly in German hands. No fewer than 179 tanks had been destroyed, disabled
or broke down.

The capture of Bourlon Wood, 23 — 28 November 1917
With few fresh troops,
surprise lost, the tanks *&
weakened and the field N
artillery in the process of '
moving up, Byng ordered
the lll Corps operation to
halt and for consolidation
to take place.

Over the next few days,
further troops were
thrown into the battle,
including the Guards
Division, which advanced
into Fontaine. Once the

German troops had been driven from the wood, the enemy switched all of his artillery onto

it. Battalions in the wood were wiped out. Three companies of the 14th Highland Light

Infantry miraculously penetrated to the far side of Bourlon but were cut off and gradually
annihilated. And it began to snow. The weary troops settled into the newly-won positions.
“All arms” fighting broke down, the tanks few and impotent in the thick woodland of
Bourlon and La Folie, and defeated in the ruined streets of Fontaine Notre Dame. Behind the
front, the traffic was unable to move through mud and snow. The Third Army closed down
offensive operations on 27 November and units were ordered to consolidate.

It was on the 28 November that Alfred J R Tennison lost his life.

Three days later, The German Army struck back.

The situation for the Germans was serious for a while: two divisions virtually destroyed,
gaps in the line, ammunition short, and infantry details being sent in to shore up the
defences. The fighting at Bourlon was bitter and at times worrying, with reports of men
retiring in disorder from Fontaine. But if the slowdown in the British attack in the afternoon
of 20 November had given precious time for the Germans to regroup, the concentration on
Bourlon after 21 November provided the opportunity to thoroughly reinforce.
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German counter attack, 30 November — 3 December 1917

Counter strike On the same day that the British was closing down his offensive, the German
Second Army received orders to hit back. The plan — devised and organised with exceptional
pace for an action of this magnitude — was for a main force from the Busigny and Caudry
Groups to strike from the south, recapture the Hindenburg positions and then roll up the
British forces now stuck in Bourlon Wood, when forces of the Arras Group north and west of
that area would also join the attack. Such was German confidence that reserves were
assembled to exploit success, and a further operation north of Saint Quentin was authorised
to add to the pressure. On 28 November, operations opened with a heavy gas
bombardment of Bourlon.

Eventually, on the 3rd December, Haig ordered a retirement ‘with the least possible delay
from the Bourlon Hill-Marcoing salient to a more retired and shorter line’. The audacious
plan had failed and although some ground had been gained, in places the Germans were
now on ground formerly occupied by the British.

Casualties

Third Army reported losses of dead, wounded and missing of 44,207 between 20 November
and 8 December. Of these, some 6,000 were taken prisoner in the enemy counterstroke on
30 November. Enemy casualties are estimated by the British Official History at
approximately 45,000.

Alfred's Medals

|

N

British War Medal Victory Medal
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Alfred's Medal Card

Correspondence.

Address.

E 1395, (1246) Wt W 2884—R P. 6267 1,000m. 17/12/20, E. 6888,
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In Memory of
Private

Alfred J.R. Tennison

202337, 14th Bn., Highland Light Infantry who died on 28 November 1917

Remembered with Honour
Cambrai Memorial, Louverval

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, Dept Du Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais,
Panel 10
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Cambrai Memorial, Louverval

Louverval Military Cemetery in Doignies is the final resting place for 124
soldiers of the British Army. The nearby Cambrai Memorial was built as a
tribute to the 7,000 soldiers of the United Kingdom and South-Africa declared
missing in the aftermath of the Battle of Cambrai in November and December
1917.

In the summer of 1917 the third Battle of Ypres had not provided the British
Army with the victory it sought and so by the end of the year another major
assault was planned. The objective of this operation was to be Cambrai, an
important German garrison and railway depot. The British intended to exploit
the favourable terrain by using a new generation of tanks, the Mark 1Vs, in
massive numbers to break through the Hindenburg Line and open up a passage
for the infantry to pass through. The plan also relied on the air force to attack
the German rearguard to prevent the arrival of reinforcements.

A new weapon: the tank

At 6.30 in the morning of 20 November, 476 tanks and six infantry divisions
mounted an attack. The Germans were surprised and obliged to fall back. By
the end of the day the British Army had advanced nine kilometres and had for
the first time broken through the hitherto impregnable Hindenburg Line. With
the capture of 8,000 prisoners, this first '‘combined' operation was considered
a success.

However over the coming days the British were unable to consolidate their
position; reinforcements arrived too slowly along the congested and
dilapidated roads and this gave the Germans time to recoup and reorganize.
On 30 November the German counter-attack began, relying heavily on the use
of gas shells. In two hours they had advanced 5 kilometres and had infiltrated
the Allied line using small groups of highly-skilled soldiers. By 4 December,
when the fighting ceased, the British Army had lost almost all of the ground it
had gained over the previous days. The human cost of the Battle of Cambrai
was particularly heavy with the loss of 44,000 British and 45,000 German men.
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Tennison family Grave in St John's Churchyard Upper
Hopton
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