World War 1 - Upper Hopton Village
Ernest Oates

Rank: Corporal

Died on 19th October 1917
~ (France & Flanders)

20th Battalion (Tyneside Scottish)
Northumberland Fusiliers

Summary

Ernest Oates family home was Hopton Fold, Upper Hopton where he was
raised by his parents George and Martha Selina Oates and worked as a miner
at Cardwell Pit.

Following an intense German attack at Poelcappelle Ernest was killed whilst in
action from wounds and the affects of gas-poisoning on the 19th October 1917
(age 23). His sacrifice has been remembered at Poelcapelle British Cemetery,
Langemark-Poelcapelle, West V, Belgium. Both of his older brothers served on
the Western Front. His brother Robert Lewis was killed in action in July 1918
and his brother William Henry was gassed and blinded but survived the war.
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Family details
Date of Birth

Date of Baptism
Church Baptised
Father

Father's occupation
Mother

Siblings

Parents residence
Soldiers residence
Soldiers Occupation
Married

Spouse

Children

Burial / Memorial

Age at death
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11th September 1894
7th November 1894
Christ Church, Battyeford
George

Masons labourer

Martha Selina (nee Nutton)

Robert Lewis, William Henry, George
Richard, Fred, John Arthur, Martha Hannah,
Emma Selina

Hopton Fold, Upper Hopton
Hopton Fold

Miner - Cardwell Pit

Poelcapelle British Cemetery

23



World War 1 - Upper Hopton Village

Ernest Oates

Oates family Census 1911
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The photo on the left shows Ernest's mother
and father Martha Selina and George with the
dog "Tiny". When George and Martha moved to
Upper Hopton the farmer allowed them to
make a dwelling in the barn opposite Hopton
Hall.

Ernest lived in Hopton Fold, shown in the photo below
(Several years later some of the cottages were demolished)
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Military Details

Attestation / Enlistment
Deployment
Rank

Medals

Regiment number
Regiment

Regimental Badge

Killed in Action

Cemetery or Memorial

Age at death
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19th August 1915 - France
Private later Corporal

1914-1915 Star

British War Medal

Victory Medal

340393 (formerly 2106 West Riding
Regiment)

20th Battalion (Tyneside Scottish)
Northumberland Fusiliers

19th October 1917 (France &
Flanders)

Poelcapelle British Cemetery,
Langemark-Poelcapelle, West V,
Belgium

23
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1st Tyneside Scottish (20th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers)

The Tyneside Scottish first saw action in the Battle of the Somme. On 1 July
1916, the first day on the Somme, the brigade attacked astride the Albert-
Bapaume road, roughly in the centre of the British line opposite the fortified
village of La Boisselle. It was up this road that the anticipated cavalry
exploitation would be made. The importance of this sector meant that it was
particularly well defended, so to support the attack, two large mines were
detonated on either side of La Boisselle, the Y Sap mine to the north and the
Lochnagar mine to the south. When the attack commenced at 7.30am, the
Tyneside Scottish battalions were played into battle by their pipers. South of
the road, in front of La Boisselle on a sector known as "The Glory Hole", no
man’s land was extremely narrow. Here the Tyneside Scottish managed to
cross the first German trench line but were halted with heavy casualties short
of the village.

North of the road, the Tyneside Scottish had to advance up the wide killing
ground of Mash Valley where no man’s land was up to 750 yards wide and the
advancing infantry were enfiladed from Ovillers to the north and La Boisselle to
the south. Some men managed to cross the valley to the rear of La Boisselle
but they were soon driven out and the survivors were forced to retreat.

By the end of the day, the Tyneside Scottish were back where they started. The
brigade suffered the worst losses of any brigade on 1 July (the Tyneside Irish
Brigade had the next worst tally of casualties). The 4th Tyneside Scottish
battalion lost 629 men (19 officers and 610 other ranks), the third worst
battalion loss of the day. The 1st Tyneside Scottish lost 584 men and the 3rd
Tyneside Scottish lost 537 men. All four battalion commanders were killed (the
2nd Tyneside Scottish’s commander had been killed shortly before the battle).
The brigade’s losses on 1 July were so severe that on 6 July it, along with the
Tyneside Irish Brigade, was transferred to the 37th Division, swapping with the
111th Brigade. The two brigades returned to the 34th Division on 22 August.
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The same Regimental story told a little differently.

20th Battalion, 1st Tyneside Scottish, Royal Northumberland Fusiliers was
raised in 1914 in Newcastle mainly from men of Scottish decent from the
North East. Initially training in Newcastle City centre the 1st Tyneside Scottish
moved to Alnwick camp, in the grounds of Alnwick castle on the 29th of
January 1915. They joined 102nd Brigade, 34th Division at Ripon in June 1915.
In late August they moved to Salisbury Plain to begin final training. They
proceeded to France in January 1916 and concentrated at La Crosse, east of St
Omer. They were in action during the Battles of the Somme, including the
capture of Scots and Sausage Redoubts, attacking just north of the village of La
Boisselle, not far from Albert. At 7.28 am on 1st July 1916 two great mines
were detonated beneath the German positions, one to the north of the village
and one to the south. At 7.30 am the whistles sounded and the attack began.
The 1st Tyneside Scottish had 500 yards to cover, under heavy machine gun
fire, before reaching the German lines, 26 Officers and 564 men from this
battalion lost their lives. In 1917 they fought in the First and Second Battles of
the Scarpe and the Battle of Arleux during the Arras Offensive. In August they
were involved in the fighting at Hargicourt and in October they took part in The
Third Battles of Ypres at the Broenbeek.

As Ernest was killed in action on 19 Oct 1917 it is likely that it was at the third
Battle of Ypres where he lost his life. See the official War Diaries below that
give more details of Ernest's involvement around Poelcapelle on the day that
he was killed in action.
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War Diaries - 20" Bn. (Tyneside Scottish) Northumberland Fusiliers
(34* Division, 102 Brigade)

15 October 1917 - LANGEMARCK

The Battalion drew S.A.A grenades, sandbags, etc to complete for active operations
and moved forward to bivouacs near STRAY FARM, less ‘D’ Coy which occupied
EAGLE TRENCH. Orders received for move into the line tomorrow to relieve 24/27t
N.F.

16" October 1917

6.00am O.C. and Company Commander reconnoitred forward area,-

5.30pm Battalion moved off by ‘B’ Track platoon marching at 200 yards distance led
by guides of 24"/27™ N.F. — Enemy shelling wide of the track — Battalion took over
the line from V14C 02,49, - 250 yards W of HELLES HOUSE — to the WATERVLIETBEEK
about 250 yards W of RUBENS FARM in V8C. — Distribution from RIGHT to LEFT A, C,
B Coys with ‘D’ Coy in support behind ‘A’ Coy. — Battn. HQ at FERDAN HOUSE in
V19a. The 24/27™ N.F. had only occupied the line for 24 hours and much difficulty
and delay was experienced in relieving owing to their guides proving unable to find
the routes to their companies — This resulted in unnecessary casualties and we were
unable to relieve 2 platoons of the 24"/ 27" N.F. who were thus compelled to
remain in the line until the evening of the 17" — Our No. 10 Platoon was misled by
the guides in the back area soon after leaving STRAY FARM and did not come up till
24 hours later.

17" October 1917 - POELCAPPELLE

Our positions were very heavily shelled at various points both by day and night. —
LANDING FARM, the H.Q. of ‘C’ Coy was set on fire by an incendiary shell and
destroyed.

18 October 1917 - POELCAPPELLE

At 5am today ‘A’ Coy reported that the MIDDLESEX Battn. On our right had fallen
back before dawn; thus leaving our flank exposed. - It subsequently transpired that
they had received orders to withdraw 200 yards before daylight in order to permit of
our own artillery bombarding the enemy’s strong points on the Western fringe of
POELCAPPELLE — Owing to our Field batteries firing 200 yards short, the MIDDLESEX
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were compelled to continue their withdrawal as far as the Western side of the
POELCAPPELLE — 5 CHEMINS Road, - We reported the situation to the 102" Brigade
who sent up 2 additional VICKERS guns to cover our exposed flank. — The hostile
shelling was still more violent today in reply to our bombardment. — The enemy front
system of defence consists of organised shell holes and Pill Boxes and he appears to
hold very lightly by day and in considerable strength by night. — ‘A’ Company of the
20" N.F. (Northumberland Fusiliers) relieved our ‘B’ (LEFT) company tonight. — ‘B’
Coy then withdrew to EAGLE TRENCH, but suffered 15 casualties from GAS on route.
— MIDDLESEX on our RIGHT are being relieved tonight.

19*" October 1917 - POELCAPPELLE

The condition of the men is becoming more and more serious owing to exposure and
the lack of rations and water. — Brigade have issued a warning that the enemy is
preparing an attack on a large scale and may use Tanks. — A readjustment of the
Divisional Boundary is to take place tonight. — Our RIGHT Coy (‘A’) is to be relieved by
the 6™ NORTHANTS and we are to take over a fresh position of line on our LEFT from
the 20*" N.F.

10pm — Reliefs carried out. — Our front is now approximately from LANDING FARM to
BOWER HOUSE inclusive. — ‘A’ Company withdraws on relief to STRAY FARM and ‘D’
Coy is now holding on the LEFT of C.
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The map shows the area of the Third Battle of Ypres also known as Passchendaele.
Poelcappele is north west of the village of Passchendaele, where Ernest was interred.
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Postcard sent to Uncle Ernest (Corporal Instructor E
Oates) whilst he was away on duty from his niece Martha
Emma Burdekin and Hubert Burdekin.

The card was sent to “"Brigade School of Bombing,
Ethelbert Terrace, Westgate Kent”.
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In Memory of

Private

Ernest Oates

340393, 20th (Tyneside Scottish) Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers who died on 19 October 1917 Age 23

Son of George and Martha Selina Oates, of Hopton Fold, Upper Hopton, Mirfield, Yorks.

Remembered with Honour
Poelcapelle British Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Poelcapelle Cemetery

Poelcapelle is a large cemetery, with nearly 7,500 burials and an
astonishing 6,321 of these are unidentified. This reflects the nature of the
cemetery; it was made after the Armistice by the recovery of graves from
the battlefields around and also the concentration of graves from other
cemeteries. Many of the burials are from the last half of the year 1917.

Ernest's grave at Poelcapelle cemetery

This is a photograph of Ernest's
mother Martha Selina in 1920
leaving for France to visit the
war graves.
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Ernest's Medal card
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Ernest's Medals
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British War Medal Victory Medal
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Dewsbury Reporter 17th November 1917

UPPER HOPTON SOLDIER'S DEATH.

Ple. E. Outes,
Upper Mopton, (killed).

Corpl. Ernest Oales

(<onn of Mr. and Mrs. |
. Oates, Upper Hop-
ton) is reported to have
died from wounds. He
was 23 vears cold, an

formerly \\‘Qrkcd ot
Cerdwell’s Pit. A let-
tor from a comrade
stated that wounds and

gas-poisoning were the

cause of death. De
ceased’s officer had io-
tended to write, the
letter states, but was
himself killed h'ofox'e
he could do so. Lot:pl.
Oates was an old * Ter-
rier,” and rejoined ot
the outbreak of the
war. He was in the
Northumberlands.
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