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Rank:  Lance Corporal 

 

 

Killed in Action: 24th April 1918  (France & Flanders) 
 

 
6th Bn. Kings Own Yorkshire Light 

Infantry 
  

 

Summary 

Gilbert Hill's family home was Middlegate, Hightown, Liversedge where he 

lived with his parents James Henry Laws Stocks and Elizabeth Hill. His previous 

family home was Northrop, Mirfield and before that his mother lived at 

Cockley Hill. 

His ocupation was as a Teamer for an Ironmonger.  

Gilbert is not commemorated on the St John's Church memorial but his family 

had strong links with Upper Hopton and his parents and grandparents all have 

graves in St John's churchyard. His father's grave (James Henry Law Stocks) has 

a commemoration to his son Gilbert Hill, in St John's churchyard Upper Hopton 

 

Gilbert was killed in action in April 1918 (age 22) whilst serving on the Western 

Front with the Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. 

Gilbert is remembered at the Pozieres Memorial , Somme, France. The 

POZIERES MEMORIAL relates to the period of crisis in March and April 1918 

when the Allied Fifth Army was driven back by overwhelming German numbers 

across the former Somme battlefields, and the months that followed before 

the Advance to Victory, which began on 8th August 1918. 
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Family details 
 
Date of Birth 
 

24th September 1895 

Date of Baptism 
 

6th November 1895 

Church Baptised 
 

Mirfield 

Father 
 

James Henry Laws Stocks                         
(Baptised St John's Upper Hopton) 

Father's occupation 
 

Maltster 

Mother 
 

Elizabeth Hill 

Siblings 
 

Lucy Hill, Arthur Hedrick Hill (dies age 10), Lewis Hill, 
James William Hill (father Joshua, mother Elizabeth).  
Albyn Hill (father James Henry Laws Stocks, mother 
Elizabeth Hill) 
Stepsister Bertha Hinchcliffe (mother Bertha Ann 
Stocks) 

Parents residence 
 

Middlegate, Hightown, Liversedge 

Soldiers residence 
 

As above. 

Soldiers Occupation 
 

Teamer for ironmonger (age 15) 

Married 
 

 

Spouse 
 

 

Children 
 

 

Burial / Memorial 
 

Pozieres Memorial , Somme, France 

Age at death 
 

22 
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Stocks Family

James Stocks of Hopton Fold, marries Betsy 
Peace of Kirkheaton on the 26 Dec 1844. 

This is James Law stocks grandfather who he 
later lives with.

Thomas Stocks (Dyer later Malster age 23) 
marries Harriet Wrathmall (22) on 10 April 

1869 and live at Cockley Hill.

Thomas & Harriet have a son James Henry 
Law Stocks born 28 May 1869 and baptised 
at Upper Hopton Church.  They also have a 

daughter Lily and son George Peace. George 
was born 24 Jan 1876 and Baptised in Upper 

Hopton Church.

25 Jan 1904 George Peace (31) Stocks of 
Cockley Hill marries Ruth Ann Walker (29) of 

Kirkheaton at Kirkheaton church.

On the 1881 & 1891 census James Law 
Stocks was living with his Grandfather 

(James Stocks) at Cockley Hill, two doors 
away from Elizabeth Hill. In 1881 his mother 
and father were living next door to James 

Law with Lily and George Peace. In 1891 his 
mother Harriet was a widow and living in 
Hopton Fold with Lily and George Peace.

James Law's parents:

Thomas Stocks dies in 22 Dec 1890 age 45. 
Harriet dies 18 Dec 1905 age 59 they also had 

four children who died in infancy. See 
gravestone below.

James Laws Grandparents:

Betsy Stocks died 13 March 1891 age 65? and 
James 27 April 1891 age 68. See gravestone 

below.

Hill Family

Joshua Hill was Baptised Joshua 
Broadbent Hill in Kirkheaton church on 
the 4th June 1865. Joshua was born on 

5th March 1865, Father Dick Alan 
(weaver), mother Ruth

Joshua Hill (Coal Miner age 20) 
marries Elizabeth Lee (19) 0n the 1 

Jan 1885 in Kirkheaton

Joshua & Elizabeth Hill live at  Cockley 
Hill and have three children, Lucy, 

Arthur Hedrick and Lewis

14 Sept 1897 Arthur Hedrick Hill dies 
at the age of 10 years (living at 

Jidroyd Kirkheaton) and is buried at 
Kirkheaton Chuch

James William Hill is born 24 June 1891 
(Baptised 29 Sept  1891 at Upper Hopton 
Church born Cockley Hill) Father Joshua 

Hill and mother Elizabeth Hill

Elizabeth Hill leaves Joshua Hill taking 
James William but leaving her two 
remaining children Lucy and Lewis 

with Joshua. Date not known.

1901 census shows that Joshua Hill is 
living with his two remaining children 
Lucy and Lewis, with a housekeeper 

Elizabeth Elliss and boarder Joseph Bray.

1911 census shows that Joshua Hill is 
living with his son Lewis and now married 
daughter Lucy, her husband John William 

Priestley (married July 1905) and their 
three daughters age 5,3 and 1.
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James Law Stocks and Elizabeth 
Hill

James Willie is taken with his mother to live 
with James Henry Law Stocks but she leaves 
Lucy and Lewis behand with Joshua Hill. (Do 

not know the exact date when Elizabeth 
leaves Joshua)

The 1901 census shows that James Henry Law Stocks and Elizabeth Hill (housekeeper) live 
together at Dunbottle Lane, Northorpe.

James Henry Law & Elizabeth have two sons Gilbert Hill and Albyn Hill, both are baptised in Mirfield 
and their birthplace given as Northorpe. The fathers name of Law is crossed out in the baptism 

register for Gilbert and counter signed by the vicar. Gilbert's surname is simply Hill whereas Albyn's 
birth registration shows his surname as Stocks Hill.

Elizabeth Hill dies in 1903. Sons James William is 11, Gilbert 7 and Albyn is 5. 

On the 10 Jan 1904 James Law Stocks (age 35) marries Bertha Ann Hincliffe (32) in Battyford. A 1901 
census shows that Bertha Hincliffe was a widow and a housekeeper for William Burton at Wombwell 

near Barnsley.

The 1911 census shows the following living at Middlegate, Hightown, Liversedge: James Henry 
Stocks, Bertha Ann Stocks, James William Hill, Gilbert Hill, Bertha Hincliffe (Bertha Ann's daughter 

born in Barnsley) and Albyn Hill.

8 Nov 1913 James William Hill (age 22) marries Rose Ann Hammond (20). On the marriage certificate 
James's father is shown as Joshua Hill.

Gilbert Hill was killed in action in France and Flanders on the 
24 April 1918 age 22 (Poziers Memorial) when serving with 

the 6th Bn. Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry.

Albyn Hill dies on 28 Feb 1925 age 28 and is buried in Upper 
Hopton. In his will Albyn leaves £110 to George Peace Stocks 

who is the brother of his father James Henry Law Stocks.

James Henry Stocks dies age 53 (living in Roberttown) 
and is buried 30 Jan 1923 in Upper Hopton cemetery. 
Bertha Henry Stocks and Albyn Hill are also buried in 

Upper Hopton Cemetery with a commemoration on the 
gravestone for Gilbert Hill who dies in France in 1918.
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Marriage certificate 1st January 1885 - Parish Church, Kirkheaton 
Joshua Hill to Elizabeth Lee 
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Joshua Hill & Elizabeth Hill - Census 1891  
The census shows that James Henry Law Stocks was living at Cockley 
Hill two doors away from Elizabeth Hill with his grandfather. 
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Elizabeth Hill living with James Henry Law Stocks at 82 Dunbottle 
Lane, Northorpe - Census 1901 
(James William 9, Gilbert 5, Albyn 3) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



World War 1  -  Upper Hopton Village             
                                                    

Gilbert Hill 

Page 8 of 19 
 

 
 
 
 
Joshua Hill living with his children Lucy (15) and Lewis (11) at 40 
Jidroyd, Kirkheaton - Census 1901 
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In 1901 Joshua was living at Jidroyd Kirkheaton with his remaining 
children Lucy and Lewis. The photograph of Jidroyd below is dated 
1910. 
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Marriage certificate 10th January 1904 - Christ the King, Battyeford 
James Henry Law Stocks to Bertha Ann Hinchcliffe 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


